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“He leads me beside still waters... 


Psalm 23:4a 
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(1) Has the age of groupness in which If the answer to these frank questions 
we live blotted out your individuality? is YES, it's time you read Perry Epler 
Gresham's explosive new book: 


(2) Have you lost your personal identity 
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Here’s a piercing evaluation of today’s society, and the char- 
acteristic rush to conformity that’s apparent everywhere. This 
searching new book reveals HOW and WHY we must return 
to independent judgment... individual thought. ..and per- 
sonal achievement. 


In his urgent plea for a return to individual identity, Dr. 
Gresham answers the problem of conformity in a forceful 
series of 12 exciting essays, each designed to renew your 
faith in the single idea of powerful self-management. 


The author emphasizes that ‘‘every human being has been 


Other Gresham Books 


DISCIPLINES OF THE HIGH CALLING Six lectures dealing 
with the challenge, hazards, and responsibilities of the 
ministry. Subjects range from sermon construction and in- 
‘terdenominational cooperation to counseling and discipline 
of the emotions and will. 10D176, $2.50 


in the rush to follow-the-crowd? For Individuals Only— 
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appointed by Almighty God to be the manager of his own 
life. He cannot evade or delegate this responsibility. He may 
try to shun the decision by following the herd... but he must 
answer to God in terms of individual responsibility for what 
he has done with his life.” 


If the relentless pressures of modern living have cloaked your 
individuality in a cloud of conformity, you should read this 
new guide on regaining self-management. It will help you 
make a frank appraisal of yourself...and show you the 
way to conquer conformity through God. 10A394, $3.50 


THE SAGE OF BETHANY, A Pioneer in Broadcloth. Compiled 
by Gresham. Essays on Alexander Campbell—his thought, 
his time, his accomplishments—by some of America’s best 
biographers and historians. 105751, $1.95; Library Edi- 
tion, 10$782, $2.95 
order from: 
Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179 St. Lovis 66, Mo. 
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He who hangs the twinkling stars 
In the sky at night, 
And makes the sun to rise each 
morn 
To give us warmth and light, 
Who notes the lonely sparrow’s 
fall 
From out the boundless sky, 
And keeps the lilies of the 
field 
Beneath his watchful eye; 
This one will surely guide my 
steps 
When the path I cannot see, 
And will, I know, in my hour of 
need 
Give strength to me. 


by Beulah Williams Allen 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


If you are having periodicals mailed to 
your home address, it is essential that in 
the event residence is changed you notify your 
local postman or post office well in advance 
of your moving day. In addition, you should 
secure a copy of post card form 22S, complete 
the form, clearly indicating the date of your 
change of address. Send it to the Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 
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A Fart 


Live by 


“The Twilight Zone” is a favorite television 
show for many people. It shows on the screen 
things which can happen only in the realm of the 
imagination. The dreams of the author bring 
him financial reward far beyond what you and I 
receive for our dreams. Yet everyone does re- 
ceive something for his thoughts. What you re- 
ceive depends upon what you think about. 

The average person speaks at the rate of about 
100 words a minute while his mind is moving at 
the rate of about 500 “thought words” a minute. 
What are you doing with the other 400 words 
which are unspoken? 

Teachers of rapid reading classes tell us that 
their pupils begin class reading at an average of 
about 230 words a minute and finish a few weeks 
later at about 500 words a minute. They also say 
that everybody should develop a skimming pace 
of 800 to 1,000 words a minute. 

Many people say they have no time for think- 
ing, for devotions, or for worship. And yet, no 
matter how busy a person may be with his work 
has much time in his mind to devote to something. 
Are we properly using this ‘silent zone” which 
represents the distance between the 100 words we 
speak and the 500 “thought words” going through 
the mind? 

One way to handle this “silent zone’ is to ignore 
that it exists. This does not do away with our 
unspoken thoughts but only means that we are 
not willing to face them. This gives our uncon- 





Gene N. Branson is minister of First Christian 
Church, Plattsburg, Missouri. 
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THE 
SILENT 
ZONE 


by Gene N. Branson 


scious motives an opportunity to gain more and 
more control over our activities, which may cause 
us to do things we would otherwise choose not to 
do. 

Another way to handle this “silent zone” is to 
use it only for selfish purposes. This may lead 
to success in business while at the same time lead 
to a lack of purpose in living. 

Many people choose to use this “silent’’ area 
of life for good and for God. Each person has the 
freedom to choose for himself how he will use 
his own “silent zone.’ You need not fear that 
it will be censored or shown on television. But 
it will eventually be revealed in your actions and 
attitudes. 

This area of life makes you an individual sepa- 
rate from all other persons. It makes you what 
you are. It helps develop your character, your 
likes and dislikes, your attitudes about yourself 
and others. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that we should 
allow God to guide us in the area of our thoughts 
in order to find peace and fulness of life: ‘Have 
no anxiety about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which passes all understanding, will keep 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 
4:6, 7). 


PRAYER: O God, help us to think clearly, so that 
whatever our task may be, we will find life mean- 
ingful as we devote ourselves to living out thy 
good purposes. 
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NE of the startling features 

of the past decade has been 
the rapid increase of the ‘‘sects’’ 
as compared with the “mature” 
denominations. There can be lit- 
tle doubt that this increase has 
been due to the sense of urgency 
that comes directly from their 
theology. 

We, in the older churches, try 
desperately to develop a sense of 
mission which will inspire action 
but it is like dragging teeth out 
of adonkey. The truth is that we 
do not have an adequate theolog- 
ical undergirding. Our message 
has been lacking in authority. 

It is no wonder then that we 
are casting wistful eyes toward 
the conservative tradition. We 
are hesitant, unsure. We hunger 
for that authority, a dynamic, but 
we know in our hearts that we 
cannot embrace a_ system of 
thought, however useful, unless 
it is true. To sacrifice our in- 
tellectual integrity would be to 
make us less than men. 

Neither do we want to be in- 
volved in the fanaticism, divisive- 
ness and hatreds of some of the 
sects. We believe that the Holy 
Spirit is working through the 
major denominations and we 
want no other environment for 
our Christian witness. 


You Don’t Have to Be a Fanatic 
Or an Apostle of Discord to 
Be a Conservative Christian 


The message of this article is 
that a conservative faith is pos- 
sible without any of these de- 
fects. It can be consistent with 
the most rigorous intellectual in- 
tegrity and with an utter absence 
of the “anti” or schismatic ven- 
om. I personally have lived al- 
most all my life on the frontiers 
of science and am as far removed 
from obscurantism as can be 
imagined and yet I am thor- 
oughly sold on the traditional 
faith of Christianity. 

It is all a matter of where you 
start. A _ religious faith, like 
other disciplines, must have a 
foundation. Unless it wants to 
finish up like a dog chasing its 
tail, it cannot start from scratch. 
Mathematics starts with its 
axioms, science with its pre-sup- 
positions, history with its sources, 
jurisprudence with legislative and 
common law, and so on. There 
are people who seek to ignore 
these foundations but they finish 
up with a house built upon the 
sands and they are seldom taken 
seriously. 

The Christian religion should 
be based on Christ, upon the 
Caesarean declaration: ‘Thou 
art the Christ the Son of the Liv- 
ing God.” Our Lord Himself 


Dr. Jauncey is minister of First Christian Church, El Paso, 
Texas. A native of England, educated in Australia, he became 
a minister in the Christian Churches following a career in science, 


theology and philosophy. 
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said that upon this rock he would 
build his church. 

The conservative simply takes 
Christ as his starting point. He 
is willing to take the jump of 
faith and base all his beliefs on 
the Person and teachings of 
Christ. To him, Chirst is God 
and therefore acceptance of his 
word on any subject is final. 
Reasonableness or unreasonable- 
ness is immaterial. 


This is not obscurantism. To 
the conservative, Christ being 
God and the very agent of crea- 
tion gives him the supreme van- 
tage point on all knowledge. What 
he says must be true. Where dis- 
harmony occurs because of scien- 
tific or other knowledge, this can 
only be due to our imperfect 
apprehension of truth. We see 
through a glass darkly but then 
face to face. Often he has to 
wait to see his faith vindicated 
but this does not faze him. Christ 
has spoken. 


This is not inconsistent with 
an adequate doctrine of our 
Lord’s humanity. Error may be 
a common human failing but it 
is not a necessary attribute of 
humanity as such. In any case 
Christ as the Word of God con- 
stantly claimed that his teach- 
ings were not of himself but were 
from God. In the imagery of the 
Book of Hebrews, he was reflect- 
ing the truth of God just as the 
moon reflects the light of the 
sun. 


The conservative frankly rec- 
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ognizes that his view of the Per- 
son of Christ cannot be “proved.” 
It can be shown that this was 
our Lord’s view, that it is Bib- 
lical, that it is traditional but 
this is not demonstrative proof. 
It takes a jump of faith. But he 
does this with his life anyway, 
when he accepts Christ as Savior. 
Why not do it with his intellect 
too? Subsequent experience 
then, abundantly vindicates this 
jump of faith. 

In such a view, no credence 
can be given to the suggestion 


SAVS 


that Christ is only authoritative 
on religious truth but was misled 
by the errors of his time in other 
areas of knowledge. In any case, 
once the possibility of error is 
admitted anywhere, vigorous rea- 
soning will not allow religion to 
retain a privileged place. Be- 
sides, knowledge is one. Subject 
division is convenient for classifi- 
cation but has no basis in reality. 
To cast aspersion on one aspect 
of a system is to place suspicion 
on the whole. 

The most important applica- 
tion of this teaching is the Bible. 
But what about the scientific 
difficulties, the apparent contra- 
dictions and similar problems? 
These are no more reason to 
abandon the Bible than the exist- 
ence of similar troubles in science 
to cause the abandonment of 
science. For every unresolved, 
apparent contradiction in the 
Bible you can find a dozen in 
science. This is the inevitable 
result of the interim nature of 
scientific truth. But what you can 
expect is increasing convergence 
between religious and scientific 
truth, because both ultimately 
come from God. In fact this is 
happening all the time. 

As a matter of fact, the con- 
will be their own vindication. In 
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servative’s view of the Bible 
causes him to expect unsolved 
problems. If .the Bible has its 
origin in the mind of God it can- 
not be fathomed by the human 
mind. If it could, it would prove 
conclusively that the source was 
merely human after all. 
Incidentally, we no longer at- 
tempt tortured reconciliations in 
the areas where the Bible ap- 
parently conflicts with other 
knowledge. Human knowledge 
changes too quickly for this to be 
of any value. The final results 


any case, many of these prob- 
lems are caused by our lack of 
knowledge of the _ conditions 
operating in that distant past. 

What about Biblical miracle? 
The problem here is often lack 
of real belief in God. If we really 
believe God is active in our uni- 
verse the most startling events 
are to be expected. 

Sometimes we are guilty of 
straining at a gnat and swallow- 
ing a camel. We accept the amaz- 
ing doctrine of the Incarnation 
without question and then boggle 
at the feeding of the five thou- 
sand. Strangely enough, profes- 
sional scientists do not seem to 
be particularly concerned about 
miracle. This does not mean that 
miracle should be accepted wher- 
ever claimed, but it does mean 
that there can be no question 
when the Word of God claims it. 

The conservative theologian is 
by no means a complete literalist. 
He may often be convinced that 
the figurative interpretation is 
correct. (For instance, when our 
Lord says the Communion ele- 
ments are his flesh and blood or 
when he claims to be a door or a 
shepherd.) The difference lies 
in the criteria used. Wherever 
possible he is guided by the in- 
terpretation taken by Christ. 


Otherwise he seeks to find the in- 
tention of the original writer. 
He never retreats to a figurative 
interpretation merely because the 
literal meaning apparently con- 
flicts with science. 


A favorite expression of the 
evangelical is “the faith once 
delivered to the saints.” This 
pre-supposes that the hard core 
of Christian doctrine is fixed and 
is common to all regenerate 
Christendom. This is the faith 
epitomized in the Apostle’s Creed 
and the other great statements 
of faith. These doctrines were 
ground out by the Holy Spirit, 
through the minds and experi- 
ence of countless believing Chris- 
tians. Therefore, the conserva- 
tive would not dream of attempt- 
ing to revise or replace them. He 
feels they are eternally relevant 
and therefore seeks merely to 
interpret them to the needs of 
his age. 

It is true that the acceptance 
of the traditional faith sometimes 
leads to purism or isolationism. 
But this is not necessary at all. 
Indeed, when it does occur, it is 
the result of psychological in- 
security and lack of real convic- 
tion. It wants to retreat to 
a medieval castle where nobody 
can threaten it or needs to con- 
vince itself by hollering loud and 
thereby perhaps drown out the 
doubts. Not even the New Testa- 
ment Church was free from er- 
ror. But we do not hear of the 
church at Jerusalem threatening 
to withdraw because of the 
Galatian heresy. Their genius 
was not to argue about the truth 
but to proclaim it and let the 
Holy Spirit do the rest. 

We can be grateful that we 
are moving away from a human- 
istic man-centered theology back 
to a recognition of God as present 
in Christ as the source of author- 
ity. 

We have been loudly telling 
the world that Christ is the an- 
swer to its problems. Perhaps 
now we can begin to realize that 
he is and has the answers to our 
problems too, as we seek to find a 
basis for faith and moral values 
for our day. 
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Editorials 
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Christian Speed 


NE day, as Jesus walked through Jericho, a 
man named Zacchaeus ran and climbed a 
sycamore tree so he could see better. 

When Jesus saw him he said, “‘ ‘Make haste, and 
come down’... and he made haste and came 
down .. .” (Luke 19:5-6. KJV). That’s the last 
we ever hear of Zacchaeus, except to read his 
claim as to what a good man he was (verse 8). 
It took the presence of Jesus, the Son of man, to 
bring salvation to the house, despite his good 
record. 

Two thousand years later, less a few decades, 
it appears that we have made haste slowly, very 
slowly. When one looks at the accomplishments 
—and lack of them—in specific generations, he 
is appalled at the lack .of genuine Christian char- 
acter that has been developed. And when one 
looks into the inner recesses of his own heart, he 
sometimes feels that the pace is far too slow if 
the race is to be won. 

On the other hand, there is something to be 
said for slow, deliberate growth. The Kingdom 
is like mustard seed and leaven, which come to 
their fruition at a far slower rate of speed than 
Zacchaeus exhibited. Speed is needed for the de- 
cision to act and regarding the direction one will 
travel. Maturity comes almost as imperceptibly 
as the acorn becomes the oak. 

There must be movement or there is no growth. 
Let there be no mistake about that. If Zacchaeus 
had done as some of the later followers of Jesus 
advise, he would still be up a tree. 

The current social scene is booby trapped for 
speeders. Even more than preceding generations, 
this one wants things done in a hurry. Grand- 
father may have been happy in the thought that 
he would profit from the trees he planted, but 
grandson fully intends to chop wood himself. 

What a frightening disorder has been created. 
We’ve always had young people willing to give 
their lives on some foreign battle field for free- 
dom. It’s something new to see them ask for 
freedom at home. They appear thoroughly for- 
getful of danger as they make haste. 

Folk ways do not disappear with such speed. 
We may have done absolutely nothing to imple- 
ment Christian teaching or American law on a 
social issue, but if a speeder comes along we turn 
on the caution light. We claim we have been go- 
ing at the right speed and in the right direction. 

Woe unto him that gets in the jam between the 
speeders and the status quo. Those who would 
have salvation come to this generation can see 
no signs of progress heretofore. Those who think 
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everything was just fine until someone stirred up 
trouble want help in putting down the trouble- 
makers. Lo, the poor peacemaker. 


Stemming the Tide of Pluralism 


EVIEWING the first volume of American 

Christianity (Scribner’s) in Christian Outlook 
recently, H. H. Walsh referred to a document by 
Governor Winthrop and to Thomas Campbell’s 
Declaration and Address in the same language: 
“Both documents are a plea against a plural cul- 
ture,” said Mr. Walsh, “but in both cases the very 
action their composers took to stem the tide of 
pluralism only led to an intensification of that 
which they tried to avoid.” 

This is how we look to someone of another tra- 
dition. This is how we have always looked. Is 
it really what we are—another little fish swim- 
ming with the tide of pluralism? If the word 
“pluralism” is too sociological for you, you can 
substitute the more generally used term in reli- 
gious writing, denominationalism. 

Sitting off in some non-Disciple land like Kuwait 
or on some non-people place like the moon, would 
it be possible to distinguish two classifications of 
Christians? First, would one see the denomina- 
tions, the pieces of a pluralistic religious jigsaw 
puzzle, each claiming to be a very important piece, 
the most important piece, or perhaps the only true 
piece of the picture. Second, there’s us! 

We were born to destroy pluralism. We had 
no intention of becoming just another voice cry- 
ing in the wilderness of Bourbon and Brooke coun- 
ties. No matter what anyone said, we would not 
be one of those denominational contributions to 
the pluralistic church scene. We said we were 
not! This is an extremely common view among 
us, and it is often supported with scriptural ref- 
erences. 

Let anyone call attention to the facts or bring 
our claims into question and he has a quarrel on 
his hands. It may even add another “s” to the 
pluralism. His erstwhile brethren inquire why he 
is so anxious to make a denomination out of our 
“movement.” He will be quoted to prove that he 
has, indeed, joined the pluralistic sects and is no 
longer supporting the one, the only, the true New 
Testament church. This is not the judgment of 
men, it is said, but of God. 

Present-day Disciples of Christ will have to do 
better than merely imitate the hundreds of well- 
meaning “true churches” that have come and gone 
through the ages if they are to fulfill the hopes 
of the Campbells, Stone and Scott. 
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by Bertha Davis 


Church Caller, First Christian Church 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


N EVERY church for genera- 

tions past, there have been 
dedicated Christian workers who 
call on members in need of help. 
This ministry does not require 
special training, but a sympa- 
thetic understanding of a per- 
son’s immediate needs is a re- 
quirement. 

When a person is chosen by the 
minister and members of the 
church board to serve as church 
caller, she accepts a position of 
great responsibility, representing 
the church and the minister. The 
minister has such a full schedule 
he is sometimes unable to meet 
all the demands which are made 
on his time. 

A church caller has a full 
schedule. She is on 24-hour call 
in some cases. It may be a 
church with a large membership. 
Although the laymen and com- 
mittee chairmen may be doing 
an outstanding job, there is never- 
theless a great deal of “gather- 
ing up of loose ends,” of meet- 
ing exigencies. 

Some calls are emergencies— 
a call comes from a _ hospital 
where a member has been taken 
for an operation or for treatment 
as a result of an accident. In my 
own work of church caller, the 
minister goes immediately, call- 
ing me to brief me on the mat- 
ter, and it is my duty to go to 
the home and render whatever 
help is needed. Then, of course, 
there are occasional follow-up 
calls to the patient. 

The activities of a church caller 
are numerous. On Monday 
morning I check the lists of 
names of visitors who have at- 
tended services on Sunday. Some 
are out-of-town people, there 
only for the week end and others 
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A Ministry of Importance 
Fulfilled by Lay People 


are members of another com- 
munion; for them the greeting 
at the door by the minister is 
sufficient. If there is one who is 
a resident of the city, but whose 
membership is elsewhere, this 
name calls for a follow-up. The 
caller will make a friendly visit 
and, in the course of the conversa- 
tion, is usually able to find out 
why the membership is with a 
church of a former home. It 
is a simple matter to extend a 
warm invitation to become a part 
of the local church congregation 
and enter into the family life of 
the church. 

The various church activities 
can be described and if there are 
other members in the family to 
be consulted, a date for a return 
call can be made and faithfully 
kept. 

Some member of the congrega- 
tion may come to the caller with 
the name of a friend or acquaint- 
ance who has attended services 
and has expressed a preference 
for the church. An early call is 
important. The call involves a 
cordial invitation to come again, 
and an expressed hope that he 
will become a member. 

There are those members who 
were long active in the life of the 
church, but who—through illness 
or for other reasons—are unable 
to attend services regularly. They 
miss the items of interest concern- 
ing the church program, the per- 
sonal touch which was perhaps a 
large part of their lives. These 
members should be regularly 
called on. In my own church 
I have about 20 members who are 
shut-ins, most of whom are 
“senior citizens.” Some are in 
rest homes or sanitariums. Others 
live with relatives although they 


may have little share in a family 
life. 


The surroundings of some of 
these people may not be elegant, 
but I usually hear no complaint, 
only expressed gratitude for my 
visit. 

Of course illness among the 
members relates to much of the 
caller’s duties. Reports coming 
to the church office are relayed 
to the church caller. Another 
important responsibility of the 
caller is inactive members. 


I am privileged to be a caller 
for a church where the minister 
is constantly looking for the ‘‘one 
lost sheep.” Should a member 
be absent from service for one 
or two Sunday, he immediately 
reminds me that Mr. or Mrs... . 
was not in church again on Sun- 
day. Then he says “Will you stop 
by and find out if we are needed?”’ 


When I began my work for 
this church, the minister gave 
me a list of members who had not 
been attending. 


A caller receives much confi- 
dential information and pleas for 
understanding in the course of 
her work. She seeks to “get the 
picture,” and a background of 
any situation, which she then 
passes on to the minister who is 
ready to give the needed assist- 
ance. There are also new mothers 
home from the hospital and they 
are always thrilled when the 
caller stops by to see the new 
baby. I am careful to send cards 
to new mothers, to those who are 
ill, and to those convalescing. 


Regular and detailed reports 
are given to the minister. He is 
thus made aware of the work 
which is being done. 


In the many years of my work 
as caller, I have always been 
treated with courtesy. It takes 
patience and _ understanding— 
and love for people. Above all, 
the true reward for the caller 
comes from knowledge that she 
is fulfilling a needed ministry 
and helping in some measure to 
lighten the burden of the pastor. 
Any remuneration which the 
caller may receive is small com- 
pensation compared to the re- 
membered joy of service. 
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It Cannot Be Done 
Without God’s Help 


by Donald Eugene Reese 


Minister, Mount Olive Christian Church 
Wichita, Kansas 


NE of the most insidious 

dangers in religion is the 
common tendency to “do-it-your- 
self.” When we succumb to the 
error of forgetting “it is not I 
but Christ who liveth in me” we 
lose our purpose, our church, and 
our souls. 

This subtle temptation has 
overcome the minister, the church 
officer, the committee member, 
the teacher, a worker in any 
capacity—the temptation to let 
his church work degenerate into 
a “do-it-yourself” project. 

No longer is the Spirit, and 
the power, and the love, and the 
glory of God in the activity. Con- 
sequently the worker becomes 
disillusioned, his responsibility 
insipid and unrewarding. He 
finds it almost impossible to get 
cooperation, and soon realizes he 
is astride a dead horse which 
keeps from collapsing only be- 


God loves us all. 


Would He have given us this home to cherish 

If He cared nothing for our welfare here? 
We cannot doubt, though in our time we perish— 
God loves us all, and we have naught to fear. 





How can we doubt when He 
Has piled His blessings high upon this land 
To paint with beauty every blossom, tree 
And blade of grass that takes its lowly stand? 


cause rigor mortis has set in. 

The church worker who has not 
humbled himself, who is not let- 
ting God direct the responsibility 
that is his, one day will suddenly 
be appalled that all his work has 
been the prayer of a Pharisee 
ringing loud and hollow down the 
street. 

The “do-it-yourself” church- 
man is like the traveler on a long 
journey, who _ found precious 
jewels along the way, but at 
journey’s end discovered all had 
been lost through a hole in his 
bag. 

He is like the woman who 
labored tediously, sewing from 
morn till night, and, exhausted at 
the end of the day, discovered 
she had used no thread. 

For ‘unless the Lord build the 
house (or the church), they labor 
in vain who build it.” 
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Need for Living Waters 
Is True of Soil and Soul 


Death and Life 


by Uncle Art 


"Fan say that everything 
in the desert will either 
bite, sting, claw or scratch you. 
The desert is hard, harsh, for- 
biding, angry, defiant. 

Aye, the desert is bitterness, 
antagonism, hatred, death. 
What causes it to be so? It 
is the absence of fresh, cool- 
ing, flowing, lifegiving water. 
Open up therefore the rivers 
to flow in or dig deep fountains 
to spring up and flow into the 
vast wasteland and lo, it blos- 
soms as a new Eden. 

Men come and joyously till 
the quickened earth; women 
sing in new homes; children 
laugh, shout and chatter at 
play. Life now blossoms in 
fertile productivity. God looks 
down and smilingly declares, 
“This also is good!” 

The house of God is too 
frequently found half deserted. 
Long rows of pews half empty 
proclaim the drifting en- 
croachment of the spiritual 
desert. Small and few are the 
deeds of love, but the desert 
fierceness is to be found in 
abundance—the biting, back- 
biting, clawing, growling, 
stinging, striking give evidence 
of the stamp of desert death 
close upon her. 

How comes this tragedy 
upon her? My beloved, is it 
not that a great drouth of the 
Waters of the Spirit has left 
her desolate? 

Open up again, O Lord, in 
mercy, the stopped fountains 
of thy Living Waters, open 
wide the gates to the River 
that flows from the Throne of 
God, that again there may be 
life, growth, productivity, 
health, joy and abundance in 
our Father’s House. 





“Uncle Art” is A. G. Bell, minister of First 
Christian Church, Quanah, Texas, who writes 
a column for some county weeklies in Texas. 
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Pes ie \ an The Church at Large 


Two Top Officials Assail 
Adamant Position of Hierarchy 
Regarding Parochial School Aid 


National Council Hits 


Roman Church Tactics 


New YorK (July 6)—Two top offi- 
cials of the National Council of 
Churches, charging that “vital de- 
cisions are being made in Congress 
which may change the whole pat- 
tern of Church-State relations in 
America,” have called for a “mas- 
sive surge of concern at the grass 
roots” to secure federal funds for 
public schools and to reject assist- 
ance to parochial schools. 

The appeal was made by Dean M. 
Kelley, director of the council’s De- 
partment of Religious Liberty, and 
Gerald E. Knoff, executive secre- 
tary of the NCC’s Division of Chris- 
tian Education. 

In a letter to 500 leaders of the 
34 Protestant and Orthodox con- 
stituents of the National Council, 
they said a program was needed 
to “reflect substantial Protestant 
concern.” 


They said the drive of Roman 
Catholics to secure federal aid 
through loans under the National 
Defense Education Act “may result 
in the defeat of federal aid to pub- 
lic education.” 


Such a defeat, according to the 
letter, would thus fulfill “the threat 
of Roman Catholic leaders that no 
such bill can be enacted unless 
the institutional interests of their 
church are included.” 

It said that the National Council 
of Churches upheld the right of 
Catholics “as citizens to work for 
realization of what they consider 
their just claims. But non-Cath- 
olics must be willing to work with 
equal diligence for what they con- 
sider best for the country and for 
all the churches.” 


Archbishop of Canterbury 


CANTERBURY, ENGLAND—Arthur 
Michael Ramsey, former Archbishop 
of York, was enthroned here as the 
100th Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Primate of the Church of Eng- 
land amidst scenes of pageantry 
and according to a liturgy and rit- 
ual hallowed by ancient usage. 

Dr. Ramsey succeeded Archbishop 
Fisher, 74, who retired from office 
May 31 and who has been made a 
peer, with the title of Lord Fisher. 
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Council Exec. Says 
Mergers Not “End” 


NEw YorK—When churches “feel 
themselves led by the Holy Spirit 
to an organic expression of unity, 
it is a cause for thanksgiving,” R. 
H. Edwin Espy declared last week. 

The associate general secretary 
of the National Council of Churches 
addressed the 102nd annual Synod 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church 
in Seattle, Washington. 


Act of Obedience 


The merging of church bodies, 
however, is “not an end in itself 
but an act of obedience to Christ 
which will enable the church to ful- 
fill its task in the world,” he said. 

The reference was to the ap- 
proaching merger of the Augustana 
Church with the United Lutheran 
Church in America, the Suomi 
(Finnish) Synod, and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. To- 
gether they will form the new Lu- 
theran Church of America with 
more than three million members, 


United Witness Needed 


After citing some major develop- 
ments in the National Council dur- 
ing its first ten years, Dr. Espy de- 
scribed the purpose and spirit of the 
Council as “deeply evangelical.” Its 
basis, he said, is ‘“doctrinally broad 
but explicitly Christ-centered and 
implicitly trinitarian.” While it is 
officially the representative and re- 
sponsible body of its member de- 
nominations (of which Augustana 
is one), Dr. Espy emphasized that 
the Council “is not an optional fel- 
lowship of like-minded persons.” 
He also referred to today’s “divisive 
and _ destructive false religions” 
which “only a united witness of the 
total Church can bring into subjec- 
tion to the true God.” 


Tulsa Minister Named 


Successor to Bonnell 


New YorK—Bryant M. Kirkland 
of Tulsa, Okla., has been called to 
the pulpit of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church here and will 
succeed to the post held 26 years 
by John Sutherland Bonnell, one of 
New York’s best known clergymen. 

Dr. Kirkland will begin his duties 
on Feb. 1. Dr. Bonnell, known na- 
tionally as a radio preacher, an- 
nounced in May he would retire on 
Jan. 31, 1962. 





93,000 in Assembly 
At Yankee Stadium 


Jehovah's Witnesses 


Meet in Convention 


NEw YorK—Nathan H. Knorr, 
president of the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society, told nearly 93,- 
000 Jehovah’s Witnesses gathered 
inside and outside Yankee Stadium 
here for the closing rally of a six- 
day assembly that the United Na- 
tions is “united in name only” and 
must close ranks “under the king- 
dom of Jehovah God” for survival. 

He warned that world opposition 
to “God’s rule” was compelling na- 
tions into a “unity in which they 
will be slaughtered.” 

A highlight of the closing events 
of the Witnesses’ United Worship- 
ers District Assembly was the bap- 
tism, by total immersion, of 1,732 
men and women in Orchard Beach, 
the Bronx, automatically making 
the converts “ministers” of the sect 
dedicated “unreservedly to God.” 


@ SPRING VALLEY, MINN.—A Negro 
couple and their nine children spent 
a week’s vacation at a farm near 
here because a church woman 
learned they had never been invited 
into a white home. 


Unique Glass Cross 





A UNIQUE and inspiring sight in the 
greater Minneapolis area is this free 
standing cross of colored glass that 
identifies Transfiguration Lutheran 
Church, Bloomington, Minn. The 
glass cross, 31 feet high and 12 feet 
across and weighing 300 pounds 
serves as the visual expression of 
the namesake of the congregation. 
The cross captures light and glows 
with it to signify the transfiguration. 
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Specific Reference Is 
To Jehovah's Witnesses 


R. Catholic Journal 


Warns the Faithful 
Against Bible Debates 


NEw YORK—A warning that Ro- 
man Catholics having inadequate 
knowledge of the Bible should.avoid 
contacts with Jehovah’s Witnesses 
was made in an article in America, 
national Catholic weekly published 
here. 

Roman Catholics were told that 
only “well-instructed” churchgoers 
can cope with the Witnesses in 
discussions of the Bible. The article 
cautioned that “unprepared Roman 
Catholics will accomplish little and 
may endanger their own faith. 

“In general, they know more 
about the Bible than most Roman 
Catholics,” it said. “Since they in- 
sist on carrying on all discussions 
on the basis of the Bible, a Catholic 
involved with them will be forced to 
meet them on their own grounds. 
While the Witnesses’ view of the 
Bible is a distorted one, the deplor- 
able lack of knowledge that a Catho- 
lic is likely to have of the Holy 
Scriptures puts him at a _ serious 
disadvantage.” 


Colleges Are Weak? 


WILLIAMS Bay, WI1s.—Protestant 
colleges, seminaries and campus re- 
ligious movements are “weak in 
quality—-weaker than Protestants 
have known or been willing to ad- 
mit,” Christian educators were told 
here. 

Merrimon Cuninggim, in a series 
of addresses before the Commission 
on Higher Education of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, said that 
although colleges are inadequate 
now “Protestants dare not become 
satisfied with mediocrity or aban- 
don their efforts in the field of 
higher education.” 

The Commission’s seven-day con- 
ference brought together 80 educa- 
tors, campus ministers, and denomi- 
national executives from church- 
related colleges and_ universities 
across the nation. 

Dr. Cuninggim, executive director- 
elect of the Danforth Foundation, of 
St. Louis, said that certain principles 
of the Reformation - possess clear 
implications for education, thus re- 
quiring Protestants to remain in the 
“college business.” 

“Through there is no such thing 
as a Protestant philosophy of edu- 
cation,” he said, “there ought to be 
a genuine Protestant witness in 
higher education.” 
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Government Approves 
Religious Studies Grants 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—United States 
Commissioner of Education Sterling 
M. McMurrin has approved the 
award of nearly a score of graduate 
fellowships in the field of religious 
studies under Title IV of the Na- 
tional Defense Education Act. 


Fellows receive stipends of $2,000 
to $2,400 a year from public funds 
and up to $2,500 a year is given to 
the institution for each fellow to 
cover instructional costs. 


Two of the most controversial 
programs, the training of scholars 
at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, to teach theology, and 
a Ph.D. program in Old Testament 
religion at Emory University, At- 
lanta, Ga., a Methodist institution, 
have not been renewed, although 
the fellowship grants originally 
made will continue for three years. 


Billy Graham Finishes 
Campaign in Great Britain 


Crusade Evaluation 


NEw YorK—Billy Graham _re- 
turned here from his three-week 
campaign in Great Britain satisfied 
with the results of his crusade, seri- 
ously concerned about the ‘“deteri- 
orating world situation,’ and ad- 
mitting that his recent illness had 
left him feeling “rather weak.” 


The evangelist, who was incapaci- 
tated by a virus ailment during the 
early part of the campaign and 
even hospitalized in London, ap- 
peared tanned and vigorous in spite 
of a grueling day. It had begun 
with an early morning address to 
some 1,000 clergymen in Belfast, 
followed by a radio-TV message to 
the people of Northern Ireland, and 
was concluded with the trans-ocean 
flight. 

An estimated total attendance of 
400,000 people at various stadiums 
in Northern England, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, including more 
than 50,000 who heard him at his 
concluding appearance in Belfast, 
was reported by Dr. Graham. 


Shortage of Priests 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—The Roman 
Catholic Church has the most press- 
ing need for new priests that it has 
faced in modern times, the 19th an- 
nual convention of Serra Interna- 
tional was told here. 

Some areas of South America, it 
was reported, have only one priest 
for each 10,000 Catholics. 


The Church at Large 


Big Court Battle Over 
Conn. Birth Control. 


New YorK—The League for 
Planned Parenthood of Connecticut, 
citing the U.S. Supreme Court opin- 
ion which said Connecticut had not 
enforced its birth control laws, an- 
nounced here that it plans to open 
contraceptive clinics in the state. 

In refusing to rule on the con- 
stitutionality of Connecticut’s laws, 
the majority opinion of the Su- 
preme Court stated that the 82- 
year-old laws were “dead words,” 
“harmless,” and “empty words” for 
lack of enforcement. 

The Connecticut league said _ it 
thus will recognize that the Con- 
necticut laws are “null,” and will, 
“in the absence of a ruling affirm- 
ing the constitutional right of mar- 
ried couples to practice contracep- 
tion,” go ahead with a statewide 
program offering advice on “all 
contraceptive techniques’ under 
medical supervision. 

Announcement of the league’s 
stand—one that defies enforcement 
of the law—was made by Mrs. 
Charles H. Parks of Southport, 
Conn., president of the Planned 
Parenthood League of Connecticut, 
and Cass Canfield, president of the 
Planned Parenthood Federation. 

The announcement was regarded 
here as an open challenge to local 
prosecutors and state attorneys in 
Connecticut to bring an action 
against the league. 


Japanese Gratitude 


New YorK—The Japanese consul 
general in New York, Masahide 
Kanayama, conveyed here his gov- 
ernment’s appreciation for efforts 
on behalf of Japanese emigrants by 
the Church World Service, relief 
arm of the National Council of 
Churches. 

During the past five years, some 
30,000 Japanese emigrants have 
gone to Brazil as the result of ar- 
rangements made between the 
Japanese and Brazilian govern- 
ments. Church World Service has 
sent these emigrants gift parcels of 
sewing supplies, shaving equipment 
and toys. 

“These gifts have been most wel- 
comed and deeply appreciated by 
the recipients,” Mr. Kanayama said. 
He reported that because of Japan’s 
expanding economy, his government 
feels that Japanese emigrants are 
no longer in need of relief goods 
from the U.S. church agency but 
can be supplied any wants from 
Japanese organizations. He there- 
fore requested Bishop Newell to 
discontinue the aid program. 
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REFORMED MEMBERSHIP 


Buck HILL FALLs, PA.—Bap- 
tized membership in the Re- 
formed Church in America to- 
talled 324,413 last year—a gain 
of 3,404 over 1959—it was re- 
ported by Dr. Henry Bast of 
Holland, Mich., out-going presi- 
dent of the denomination, at its 
155th annual General Synod here. 


URGES PROCLAMATION 


New YorK—A Presidential 
“Emancipation Proclamation” 
banning all racial segregation 
was urged here by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga., clergy- 
man president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

“The time has now come,” he 
said at a press conference, “for 
the President of the U. S. to is- 
sue a firm executive order de- 
claring all forms of racial seg- 
regation illegal.” 


POST FOR ROBINSON 


New YorK—James H. Robinson, 
prominent Negro pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of the Mas- 
ter in Harlem, has resigned his 
pulpit to devote full time to 
activities dealing with Africa. 

As founder and director of 
Operations Crossroads Africa, he 
will continue the furtherance of 
that project in which American 
college students spend their sum- 
mer vacations working on devel- 
opment pregrams in African vil- 
lages. This summer 225 students 
will work in 16 African nations. 


WAR “PENITENCE” 


New YorK—Observance of a 
“National Week of Penitence for 
the Civil War” instead of the 
four-year celebration of the War 
Centennial, was suggested by a 
leading Lutheran clergyman from 
the South in the June issue of 
The National Lutheran, monthly 
publication of the National Lu- 
theran Council. 

The protest against commemo- 
rating “a struggle that bled 
America white and created an- 
tagonisms that still live’ was 
voiced by Frank K, Efird, pastor 
of St. John Lutheran Church of 
Salisbury, N. C., leading clergy- 
man in the United Lutheran 
Church in America. 
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BLAST AT BIRCHERS 


MINNEAPOLIS—T he Litheran 
Standard, published here, warned 
against the tactics of extreme 
right-wing organizations, such as 
the John Birch Society. 

An editorial in a spring issue 
of the official organ of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church said these 
tactics “can in the long run be 
just as detrimental to our free- 
dom as is communism.” 


CHAUTAUQUA CHAPLAINS 


New YorK—Chaplains at Lake 
Chautauqua, New York, for a 
week each, during August, will 
be: Benjamin E. Mays, president 
of Morehouse College, Atlanta; 
Kyle Haselden, managing editor, 
The Christian Century; Perry E. 
Gresham, president of Bethany 
College; and James W. Kennedy, 
rector of The Church of the As- 
cension, New York. 


WORLD VISION LAUDED 


SEOUL, KorEa—Robert Pierce 
of Pasadena, Calif., founder and 
president of World Vision, re- 
ceived an honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws from Yonsei Uni- 
versity, Protestant mission-sup- 
ported school here. 


The degree was presented by 
Dr. Byung Kan Koh, university 
president, during a ceremony 
commemorating the 10th an- 
niversary of World Vision’s serv- 
ices for needy Koreans. 


ORDAINING WOMEN? 


TORONTO—The annual General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada deferred here 
for another two years any pos- 
sible action on the problem of 
the ordination of women. 


Instead, the assembly author- 
ized its Committee on the Articles 
of Faith to make a full study of 
the Biblical doctrine of women 
and of ordination. 


LL.D. TO FEY 


PARKVILLE, MissourI—Harold 
E, Fey, editor of The Christian 
Century, non-denominational 
magagine published in Chicago, 
was awarded the honorary Doc- 
tor of Literature degree at Park 
College, here June 4. 


Attorney General 
Calls for Action 


Crime Prevention 


NEw YoRK—The American public 
has become so concerned with high 
living and making ‘an extra buck” 
that it has apparently lost interest 
in stamping out crime and corrup- 
tion. 


So charged U. S. Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy here as he de- 
clared that the epidemic of public 
scandals throughout the country 
was symptomatic of what he termed 
a great moral problem facing the 
nation. 


He told a meeting of the National 
Association of Attorneys General 
that “mere passage of laws’ would 
not end these incidents but that the 
only solution must come through a 
“change of attitude on the part of 
the people.” 


Church College Idea 


SEATTLE, WaSH.—A Lutheran edu- 
cator asserted here that the Church 
“does not maintain colleges because 
it distrusts the state,” but “because 
it is trying to do something which 
the state neither can do nor desires 
to do.” 


The main difference between a 
Christian college and a state-sup- 
ported college, said Dr. Robert Mort- 
vedt of Chicago, is that on the cam- 
pus of the former, religion is openly 
declared to be supremely important. 


“On a Christian campus the sov- 
ereignty of God’s grace is prayed 
for and gladly acknowledged, and 
responsible administrators and schol- 
ars are purposefully trying to obey 
the Lord of the Church,” he said. 

“No one in his right mind,” he 
added, “would declare that such an 
attitude can officially be proclaimed 
at a state-supported institution, re- 
gardless of the Christian integrity 
of the people associated with it.” 


Evangelism Failure 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Evangelism 
efforts of Christian churches are 
failing to keep pace with the world’s 
population growth, the president of 
the Lutheran Free Church (LFC) 
said here. 


Dr. John Stensvaag told delegates 
to the church’s annual national con- 
ference that while Christians now 
constitute 30 per cent of the world’s 
population, the proportion is ex- 
pected to shrink to 15 per cent by 
the year 2000. 
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Latin “Revival” ... 


RoME—For many of the 2,000 
prelates expected to attend the Sec- 
ond Vatican Council one of their 
biggest preparatory tasks will be to 
brush up on their knowledge of 
Latin, which will be the only lan- 
guage used during the deliberations. 

At all events, according to Arch- 
bishop Felici, the Ecumenical Coun- 
cil will be “a holy incentive to those 
who have lost their facility in 
speaking the Latin language.” 


Emil Brunner Writes 


GENEvVA—Emil Brunner of Zurich, 
eminent Protestant theologian, pro- 
voked a wide controversy with a 
newspaper article in which he ac- 
cused the World Council of Church- 
es, including its American members, 
of falling for Communist “peace” 
propaganda. 

Writing in the influential Neue 
Zuericher Zeitung, Dr. Brunner 
said the success of Communist strat- 
egists in weakening what remained 
of Christian and humanist forces 
was “alarming” in Protestant quar- 
ters. 

He said the World Council of 
Churches was the first to sound the 
watchword, ‘‘Anti-communism is the 
policy of the Roman Catholic Church 
and can only lead to war.” Then, 
he said, there was “a rally to Mos- 
cow peace propaganda, for it went 
without saying that the Churches 
must be ‘for peace.’” 

He said that in “fraternal ecu- 
menical conversations” in prepa- 
ration for its forthcoming Third As- 
sembly at New Delhi, India, the 
World Council has made_ even 
greater room for the Churches of 
the East, “which, naturally, can 
send only synchronized delegates.” 

This, he commented, was “con- 
trary to the attitude once adopted 
in regard to Churches synchronized 
under Hitler. 

“Constantly silenced at these 
meetings,” Dr. Bruner continued, 
“were the voices of those who 
warned against this fraternization 
with those same representatives of 
Churches of the East, or who wished 
to say things which would have 
aroused their opposition or embar- 
rassed them in their own countries.” 
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Sidelights in the News 


Pentecostals in Israel 


JERUSALEM—Israeli Minister of 
Education Abba Eban told the 
Sixth World Conference of Pente- 
costal Churches here—the first 
world-wide Christian convention ever 
held in Jerusalem—that the aim 
of the new State of Israel was not 
merely to add another nation to the 
international family, “but a holy 
experience in rule by conscience.” 

Greeting the 3,000 delegates from 
28 countries, including the United 
States, he said, “your presence here 
reflects the conviction that the un- 
folding of Israel’s career as a mod- 
ern nation is a matter of deep mo- 
ment and concern to the Christian 
world as well as to the Jewish peo- 
ple.” 


He added that, while making no 
attempt to minimize Christian-Jew- 
ish differences, the Christian nations 
also subscribed to the triple ideals 
of individual morality, social justice 
and international peace to which 
Israel was dedicated. 


Factory Chaplaincy Move 


TORONTO—Steps were taken early 
this year by the United Church of 
Canada’s Board of Evangelism and 
Social Service to establish the 
denomination’s first factory chap- 
laincy ministry. 

The board authorized sending six 
ministers to England to learn the 
techniques of industrial evangelism 
and made plans to create a perman- 
ent structure for such a ministry 
within the United Church. 


Tax Exemption 


PORTLAND, ORE.—A legal decision 
here on church retirement homes 
was made which could have far- 
reaching implications. 

Willamette View Manor, large re- 
tirement home operated in Clacka- 
mas county by Oregon Methodist 
Homes Inc., must pay $42,000 in 
1957-58 county taxes, the Oregon 
Supreme Court ruled here. 

In denying the tax exemption 
which is given to charitable institu- 
tions the court said the home “was 
not only free from debt but operat- 
ing without loss and rendering no 


species of charitable service to any 
persons.” 

The court said “the dominant and 
controlling motive of the manor 
was primarily to benefit the found- 
ers economically and not with a 
purpose or means of furthering 
work of charity. At that time 
(1957-58), and for more than a year 
afterward, it had no purpose other 
than to insure the founders the 
benefits it had obligated itself for 
under the terms of its contracts 
with them.” It noted that people 
in the home pay for their room and 
board. 


Banned in Saigon 


SAIGoN—A fifty-year period of un- 
restricted entry by Protestant mis- 
sionaries into Vietnam has come 
to an end, according to a report 
published by the Far East News 
Service. The service reports that 
new missionaries of the Southern 
Baptist and the Mennonite churches 
and of the Wycliffe Translators and 
Worldwide Evangelization Crusade 
have been denied entry visas. Rea- 
sons for the government’s action 
are unclear. EPS, Geneva. 


Journals Merge 


BosTtoN—Two of the oldest reli- 
gious journals in the United States 
have combined under the name of 
The Unitarian Register and the Uni- 
versalist Leader. First joint issue 
provides a visible symbol of the of- 
ficial consolidation of the Unitarian 
and Universalist denominations. 


Tribute and Prayer 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Rare tribute 
was paid here to Clarence W. Cran- 
ford, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
church, and former president of the 
American Baptist Convention, as the 
House of Representatives invited 
him to serve as guest chaplain on 
his final day in the city after com- 
pleting a ministry of 19 years. 


In his prayer in the House, Dr. 
Cranford gave thanks to God “for 
these leaders who have given up so 
much of their right to privacy in 
order to be public servants. 

“How wonderful it is, our Father, 
to breathe the air of freedom,” Dr. 
Cranford said. ‘Help us to remem- 
ber that freedom is a trust. We 
must show we deserve to have it by 
the way we use it. 

“Remind us, O God, that when the 
Bible talks about truth, honesty, 
purity, justice, these are not merely 
nice things to think about if we hap- 
pen to be in the mood; these are 
the only bases on which a free so- 
ciety can exist.” 
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Ancient Insights 


MONG all the world’s liter- 
A ature there is nothing more 
interesting than the proverbs. 
These statements, usually com- 
plete in one sentence often con- 
tain real insight into life’s mean- 


ing and value. They survive 
from one generation to another, 
cross continents, transcend cul- 
tures and live on for the simple 
reason that they contain real 
truth. 

No one knows where most of 
these proverbs originated but we 
continue to quote them because 
they express ideas more pointedly 
and concisely than we are some- 
times able to do in many pages 
of learned prose. 

Here is one of them: “He 
who has a thousand friends has 
not a friend to spare but he who 
has an enemy will meet him 
everywhere.” This reportedly 
comes from ancient Arabia but 
that is immaterial. The truth 
applies in _ twentieth-century 
America. Life consists of hu- 
man relationships. He who has 
learned to understand and accept 
his fellow men has one of life’s 
greatest values. On the con- 
trary he who makes enemies will 
find difficulty at every turn. 

Here is another: “I complained 
because I had no shoes and then 
I met a man who had no feet.” 
Any commentary on such a state- 
ment is superfluous. At once it 
makes us aware of the fact that 
we are very fortunate and makes 
us repent of the _ all-too-easy 
tendency to complain about our 
difficulties. 

“It is better to light a candle 
than to curse the darkness.” This 
is used as a motto of the America 
Friends Service Committee. Its 
meaning is obvious and its ap- 
plication is much needed today. 
Another similar to it says, “All 
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the darkness in the world cannot 
put out the light of one small 
candle.” This is true, literally 
true. Wherever the light goes 
the darkness disappears. You can 
blow it out or snuff it out, but 
the darkness cannot put it out. 
We need the faith that the light, 
however small, is stronger than 
darkness. 

One of the most frequently 
quoted is “All the water in the 
seven seas cannot sink a ship un- 
less it gets inside the ship.”’ This 
too is needed in these days. All 
the bitterness, hatred, frustra- 
tion and defeat cannot sink a per- 
sonality unless it gets inside the 
personality. One thinks of Lin- 
coln surrounded by bitterness, 
hostility, hatred—but remaining 
magnanimous and understanding 
and saying, “with malice toward 
none, with charity for all.”” One 
thinks of Jesus in the midst of 
seeming defeat and hopelessness 
saying, ‘Fear not, I have over- 
come the world.” 

There is great truth is such 
sayings—practical, psychological, 
spiritual truth, truth to live by. 


According to Ability 


“To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability.”— 
Matt. 25:15. 

The findings of intelligence 
tests are not necessarily new. 
Jesus recognized a long time ago 
the fact that men have different 
abilities, as is evidenced by this 
quotation from the famous par- 
able of the talents. In this story, 
three servants were entrusted 
with a sum of money, one with 
five talents, one with two, and 
one with one—each according to 
his ability. 

What is new is the rather pre- 
cise way in which we can measure 
the amount of ability one has. 





If you take any group of people 
—the children in a school, the 
people in a community, or the 
members of a congregation—and 
give them all an intelligence test, 
you will find that a very few 
will receive a score that would 
be considered brilliant, a few 
more would score above average, 
a large percentage will fall in 
the middle or average range. 
Some will be below average and 
a few will be retarded. This is 
universally true—in the words of 
the parable, some have five tal- 
ents, some two, some one—to each 
according to his ability. 

There is another fact in this 
parable that should not be over- 
looked, the man with five talents 
was expected to produce five 
more. He had not done his share 
if he only produced two. This 
is the temptation of the gifted— 
to compare himself with someone 
who has less capacity and say 
“see how much I have accom- 
plished.” He must recognize that 
his great gifts are both a privilege 
and a responsibility. He is ex- 
pected to produce more, to the 
measure a man is gifted, to that 
measure he is held accountable. 

The man with two talents was 
not expected to produce five. He 
was expected to produce two and 
it should be noted that he re- 
ceived an identical reward: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” 

The temptation of the person of 
average ability is to minimize 
his contribution. He is inclined to 
say, ‘What I can do is so unim- 
portant it means very little. If 
I had great wealth, great ability, 
great influence, I too would serve 
but my two talents mean so 
little.” 

On the contrary every talent 
in the sight of God is important. 
This is the tragedy of the man 
with one talent. He didn’t waste 
it. He didn’t lose it. He hid it 
in the ground. He didn’t use it. 

The message is obvious. It can 
be illustrated in every church. 
God depends on the talents of 
everyone. The church must chal- 
lenge all people—whether their 
I.Q. is in the top five per cent, 
the middle fifty per cent or in 
the bottom five per cent. 
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NCE I made a passing re- 

mark about the “univer- 
sally local.” According to Hal- 
ford Luccock, this is what makes 
small gossip so interesting. Not 
the sort that is universally ma- 
licious and devastating, but the 
small talk about small things 
that is universally local. After 
more than 30 years in the min- 
istry I know this is true. 

Here are some illustrations. 
While I was in Europe, the 
Barnes Drug Store and Decker 
Cleaners, across the street from 
the church, were burned out. 
Now that’s interesting enough, 
but what is more interesting is 
the fact that I lost five summer 
suits in the Decker fire. 

This one little bit of news can 
now set off a chain reaction of 
small talk: Wonder what they 
cost? Were they very expensive 
suits? What colors were they 
in? Were they insured by Mr. 
Best, the owner? Did Dr. Pippin 
have his clothes insured? If so, 
wonder what he’ll get for the five 
charred suits? Reckon when 
they’ll pay him, if ever? 

Then somebody harps in with 
a clinching observation: “What’s 
a minister doing with five sum- 
mer suits anyway? Judging by 
that, I bet that guy must have at 
least 25 suits of clothes!” Then 
some genial woman adds _ the 
question: “Did Mrs. Pippin have 
any dresses in the fire? She 
must have had, if she has as 
many dresses as her husband has 
suits.” All very interesting, be- 
cause it is universally local. 

In Tolstoy’s War and Peace a 
dying peasant looks at his lovely 
wife and makes this last earthly 
remark: “That’s a pretty dress 
you’re wearing.” No last re- 
quest, no poetry, no philosophy 
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or creeds there at the end. Just 
the little heartwarming remark 
that his beloved was wearing a 
pretty dress. More interesting 
and human, isn’t it, than a dis- 
cussion of the tyranny of the 
Czars? 

In the first World War Dick 
Sheppard visited a chaplain and 
his regiment at the front. The 
chaplain pointed out a young 
scarred veteran to the colorful 
English minister and remarked 
that he had despaired of interest- 
ing the soldier in Christ and reli- 
gion. Dick Sheppard asked for 
the privilege of talking to the 
hard soldier. He closed in with 
him and an animated conversa- 
tion ensued that lasted 20 or 30 
minutes. Then Sheppard returned 
to the chaplain. 

“How in the world did you 
get him started?” the Chaplain 
asked. 

“T inquired about his mother,” 
Dick Sheppard replied with a 
twinkle in his eye. 

You see, the British Tommy 
found Dr. Sheppard universally 
local and therefore universally 
interesting and arresting. 

Our soldiers told me in Ger- 
many that, when they kill a hen 
on the highway, they must not 
only pay for the hen but also for 
the number of eggs the hen 
would have laid. And, taking 
these two factors into account, 
the penalty is 50 dollars! Fifty 
dollars for one hen? Yes, and 
we could go on and on, because 
hens are universally local things. 
Hens are interesting, too. Jesus 
used a hen and her chickens one 
time for his greatest sermon to 
the people of Jerusalem. 

Jesus was always doing this, 
because He was universally local. 
He was more concerned about 


the serious illness and death of 
his young friend, Lazarus, than 
he was in the several schools of 
rabbinical thought. He knew the 
importance of daily bread, of 
wheat and harvest time, of flow- 
ers and children, and on one oc- 
casion he went so far as to pre- 
dict tomorrow’s weather by the 
way the sun sets today! 

In my opinion, we of the cloth 
should get down off our high- 
horse and get more with the uni- 
versally local where the people 
can understand what we are talk- 
ing about. After all is said and 
done, there is a definite relation 
between calico and Christ. 


Leadership Changes 


@ Don W. Basham from Washing- 
ton Memorial Church, Silesia, Md., 
to Hillcrest Church, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada. 


@J. Hubert Smith from Garden 
City Church, Indianapolis, Ind., to 
Sixth Street Church, Middletown, 
Indiana. 


@ Miss Eunice M. Rose from First 
Church, Jefferson City, Mo., to Cen- 
tral Church, Lexington, Ky., as di- 
rector of Christian education. 


@ David Blackwood, minister to 
youth at First Church, Arlington, 
Tex., to pastorate of New Christian 
Church, Charlotte, N. C. 


@ Roy A. Gray from First Church, 
Greensburg, Ind., to Central Church, 
Washington, Ind. 


@ Richard W. Crews from First 
Church, Pampa, Tex., to First 
Church, San Angelo, Tex. 


Books Received 


THE NEXT DAY. By James A. Pike. Doubleday 
and Company, Inc. 190 pages. $0.95 (Paper). 
LOVE AND CONFLICT. By Gibson Winter. Double- 
day and Company, Inc. 195 pages. $0.95 (Paper). 
DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES. By Karl Barth. 
Harper and Brothers. 160 pages. $3. 

THE CHALLENGE. By Arthur C. Mangels and Albert 
F. Byers. Roley and Reynolds, Inc. 416 pages. 
$5.95. 

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES IN AMERICAN CUL- 
TURE. Edited by James Ward Smith and A. Leland 
oo" Princeton University Press. 427 pages. 


THE SHAPING OF AMERICAN RELIGION. 
by James Ward Smith and A. Leland Jamison. 
ton University Press. 514 pages. $8.50. 

NEW CHURCH PROGRAMS WITH THE AGING. By 
rte T. Culver. Association Press. 152 pages. 
$3.50. 


Edited 
Prince- 


THIS IS LATIN AMERICA. By Howard W. Yoder. 
Friendship Press. 35 pages. $0.85 (Paper). 


FUN AND FESTIVAL FROM LATIN AMERICA. By 
Ella Huff Kepple. Friendship Press. $0.75 (Paper). 


DEAR MR. BROWN. By Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Harper and Brothers. 191 pages. $3. 
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Dorcas: Faith Translated Into Service 


MEMORY SELECTION: Do not 
neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sac- 
rifices are pleasing to God. 
(HEBREWS 13:16.) 


HERE are three names given 

for the lady in our lesson to- 
day, none of which really ex- 
plains her nature. In Aramaic, 
the common language of the He- 
brew people of the day, she was 
called Tabitha. This is trans- 
lated into Greek as Dorcas (Acts 
9:36). The RSV has added an 
English translation, Gazelle. In 
back of the name, in any lan- 
guage, is the idea that the gazelle 
was a symbol of beauty in that 
day. This is the real point, there- 
fore, of the name. Dorcas was a 
beautiful woman. 

However, the beauty of this 
lady did not depend upon out- 
ward characteristics but upon her 
life. ‘She was full of good works 
and acts of charity’ (verse 36). 
If we get this picture in our mind 
the other matters will fall in to 
place. The truly beautiful person 
is the one who lives a beautiful 
life. This is the kind of person 
who is mourned if she dies. 

The details of the death and 
life of Dorcas are not unlike 
those in the account of Jesus and 
the daughter of Jairus. Faith is 
at the center of both experiences. 
Normally, the body was buried 
soon after the preparation for 
burial but in this case, ‘‘they laid 
her in an upper room” (verse 
37). We are not told whether 
they could not bear to give her 
up so soon or whether this was 
because they had faith that this 
was not really the end. 

Dorcas lived in a little village 
called Lydda, which is only a 
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few miles from Joppa. This is 
the place which Peter had made 
a “center of operation” at various 
times, it seems. The people in 
Lydda heard that Peter was 
there at the moment and sent two 
men to bring him to them (verse 
38). 

You will notice that the be- 
lievers in Lydda were called dis- 
ciples, as is often the case in the 
Acts. There is no indication as 
to what they expected of Peter, 
whether they expected him to 
comfort them or to do what he 
actually did when he came. 
Surely, the very least that they 
expected was comfort in their 
hour of sorrow at the loss of this 
active Christian. 

The widows did the weeping, 
in those days. When Peter came 
they showed him many of the 
things which Dorcas had made 
(verse 39). When Peter wished 
to pray he put everyone outside 
the room. He used the Hebrew 
name as he spoke, “turning to 
the body” and saying, “Tabitha, 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


widows and presented Dorcas 
alive in their midst. 

It is quite natural that the ac- 
count of this event would spread 
throughout Joppa (verse 42). It 
is also natural that this would 
cause many people to believe. We 
have accounts in the Acts of peo- 
ple wanting to worship Paul be- 
cause of the acts which he did. 
Here there is no mention of any 
undue homage to Peter. The peo- 
ple believed “in the Lord.” 

It is interesting, in passing, ‘to 
notice how some comparatively 
unimportant information gets 
into the scriptural account. Here, 
in this story, we are told at the 
close that Peter stayed in Joppa 
for many days with Simon, a 
tanner (verse 43). The event 
did not take place in Joppa, it 
happened in Lydda. The news 
spread in town, however, and the 
name of the man with whom 
Peter stayed became fixed, as a 
part of the account. 

Many churches have their Dor- 
cas societies. Like this good 
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rise.” He called the saints and 
The Scripture 
Acts 9:36-48 
36 Now there was at a dis- 
ciple 
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woman in New Testament times, 
they seek to give service to peo- 
ple who need it. Often times, 
their activity takes the same form 
that her’s did; they make gar- 
ments for those who are in need. 
It may be a local concern or the 
things may be sent around the 
world. 

The only thing we need to 
watch is that the work does not 
become an end in itself or a sub- 
stitute for the deeper aspects of 
the Christian faith. This text is 
quite clear in representing the 
work of Dorcas as an outgrowth 
of her faith. She was Jewish 


HE narrative of Acts 9:36-42 
Bs far more than just the 
solitary Biblical mention of a 
woman of Joppa named Dorcas 
and the manner in which her life 
crossed the life of the apostle 
Peter. It is really a brief, but 
touching, example of the gener- 
osity and gratitude that existed in 
the early Church. 

The generosity sprang from the 
life of Dorcas, an indefatigable 
seamstress who freely supplied 
many in her home city with her 
handiwork, fashioned by the tal- 
ent God bestowed upon her. Yet 
the single sentence that sum- 
marizes her life indicates Dorcas 
never limited her generosity to 
her sewing. It reads: “She was 
full of good works and acts of 
charity.” 

Dorcas was apparently gener- 
ous in every way through every 
means of sharing that confronted 
her life. No talent burying here! 
No building bigger barns to hoard 
her goodness so that she might 
squander it upon herself during 
the waning years of life. Dorcas 
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and she was a Christian. It was 
not easy to make this witness in 
the midst of the Jewish world. 
I should think it would have been 
even more difficult for a woman 
to become prominent in the eyes 
of the community. However Dor- 
cas accomplished a position in 
which she was well known for 
her good works. We may be sure 
that there was more than the 
surface activity in her Christian 
religion. There was a deep con- 
viction which prompted her out- 
ward activity. 

This incident must have been 
very meaningful to Peter, him- 


Meaning for Today 


By Ross M. Willis 


was a humble Christian steward 
in the simplest, deepest and most 
generous sense of the term. 

The gratitude lay in the lives 
of those individuals who had been 
the recipients of Dorcas’ gener- 
osity. It was their appreciation 
for what Dorcas had done for 
them that caused them to be 
saddened at the time of her death; 
to send for Peter who was visit- 
ing in a near-by town, and to 
show Peter upon his arrival in 
Joppa the coats and garments 
which Dorcas had made for them 
—coats and garments which were 
symbols of Dorcas’ goodness and 
charity. 

It is at this juncture that the 
narrative reaches a climax. For 
Peter, touched by the generosity 
of Dorcas and the gratitude of 
those who mourned her death, 
dismissed everyone from the 
room, knelt down and prayed, 
then turned to Dorcas and said: 
“Tabitha, rise.” ‘And she opened 
her eyes and when she saw Peter 
she sat up.” 

The time when this and other 


self. He had been present when 
Jesus raised the daughter of 
Jairus. The fact that he had this 
experience now must have made 
him very humble and also more 
devoted to his Lord. He still 
had much to learn but this was 
an important fact. We remem- 
ber that his experience on the 
housetop at Joppa was yet to 
come. 

Faith is truly known when it 
finds expression in service. In 
fact, the ideas and beliefs that 
one holds in his mind are ques- 
tionable if they do not force a 
person to get out and get busy. 


great miracles of Holy Scripture 
were explained through ration- 
alization is happily past. There 
is no explanation, save the Power 
of God known to those who have 
the faith to believe. But there 
is a message in this miracle per- 
formed by Peter in the raising 
of Dorcas, as there is a message 
in every miracle of Biblical rec- 
ord. It is a message that was 
known and understood by the 
early Church. It is also a message 
that must be known and under- 
stood by the Church today. 

It is this. Into this saddened 
community of believers at Joppa, 
Peter brought the Power of God 
which accomplished what others 
thought impossible. What is 
more, this Power of God can 
come to any community of believ- 
ers where there is genuine Chris- 
tian generosity and gratitude. It 
is the power known to every gen- 
erous Christian steward who 
gives in abundance to the Church 
and finds he has added strength to 
witness for Christ. It is the 
power known to the Church that 
receives with gratitude the offer- 
ings of its worshippers and finds 
these talents accomplish more 
through the Church than in any 
other area of life. It is the Power 
of God present where there is 
genuine Christian generosity and 
gratitude. And the basic reason 
why we often fail to feel the 
Power of God at work in our lives 
may be due to our lack of Chris- 
tian generosity and gratitude. 
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S IT much farther, Daddy?” Carolyn, who was 
| six, asked. 

“Hurry, hurry hurry,” Donny chanted beside her 
on the back seat. He was only four and impatient. 

Mark and Sally Edwards exchanged conspirator- 
ial smiles, and Mark said, “It’s not much farther. 
Just over the bridge and down the hill.” 

“Over the bridge and down the hill,” Donny 
said. “Hurry hurry.” 

“I’m so excited!” Carolyn said. 

“So am I!” Sally Edwards confessed, smiling 
back at her daughter. 

“How long has it been since you and Daddy were 
here last?” 

“To the pond? Seven years, I guess. Before 
we moved to the city. Since before you were 
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Sally turned to Mark. 
that long?” 

Mark, intent on his driving, nodded. 
years.” 

Carolyn hugged herself with anticipation. She 
was a thin, intense little girl with bright brown 
curls and wide brown eyes. “I can hardly wait. 
I want to see the pond and the ducks and the 
willow trees—and the bench where Daddy carved 
your initials.” 

“And the ducks,” Donny said. “And the quirls.” 
His blue eyes were dark with excitement. 

“Squirrels, Donny,’”’ Carolyn corrected, brushing 
back a lock of his crisp blond hair. 

“Of course, things may be a little different, 
after all these years,” Sally Edwards said. ‘We 


born.” 


“Has it really been 


“Seven 


THE CHRISTIAN 


en 
en 


he 
wn 
it. 
he 
ed 


ing 


nt, 
We 


must be prepared for that.” But she didn’t really 
believe that, any more than the children did. She 
touched Mark’s arm. ‘“Aren’t we almost there?” 

Mark was frowning. “I thought so,” he said 
at last. ‘It should be right along here somewhere.” 
He had slowed the car to a crawl. Sally’s fingers 
tightened on his sleeve, but neither of them said 
anything. 

“There it is—there’s the gate,’ Donny said. 
“Hurry, hurry.” 

“Why, he’s right!” Sally laughed. “The gate is 
just ahead there, on the left. How did you know, 
Donny?” 

He grinned impishly. “I knew.” 

“We've both heard you and Daddy talk about it 
so much,” Carolyn said. “It’s almost like we'd 
been here before.” 

Mark Edwards turned the car and drove through 
the narrow stone gateway. They bounced along 
the rutted, dusty roadway for a short distance 
and then Mark stopped the car at the side of the 
road. ‘Well, here we are.” He looked at Sally. 

Sally was looking at the little park. ‘Was it 
always this small?” she whispered. 

“Hurry, hurry, hurry!’ Donny cried. 

Laughing, Sally leaped out, unlatched the safety 
catch on the back door of the sedan. “All right, 
come on!” 

“We're really here!’’ Carolyn squealed, dancing 
up and down. “C’mon, Donny, I'll race you to the 
pond!” 

They darted off through the trees. Slowly Mark 
and Sally Edwards followed. 

“It—it seems so small,” Sally said again. “Just 
a little patch of grass and trees .. .” She turned 
to Mark. ‘Has it really changed so much?” 

Mark was looking about him at the dying grass 
and weed-grown paths. He took Sally’s hand. 
“No, not really,” he said at last. “It’s we who 
have changed.” 

Ahead, they could hear Carolyn and Donny 
screaming with excitement as they raced toward 
the pond. Almost reluctantly, they followed where 
the children’s voices led. 

Sally stopped, shocked. ‘Oh, Mark! Is that the 
pond?” She stared at the scummy little pool which 
once had seemed so wide, so beautiful. 

“Well, I don’t see any ducks,” Mark said, trying 
to make a joke of it. “But the willow trees are 
still here.” 

For a moment Sally did not trust herself to 
speak. Then, “It’s been a long time,” she ventured. 

“Tt hasn’t been that long,” Mark said irritably. 

They sat down on a weathered, broken bench 
facing the little pool. The warm, mid-afternoon 
sun slanted through the trees, and a little breeze 
touched Sally’s hair, whispering through the long 
grass at their feet. They could smell the rich, 
stagnant, not unpleasant odor of the pool. Carolyn 
and Donny were walking intently around its edge, 
peering into the water. 

“Poor kids,’”’ Mark said at last. 
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“What can we tell them—what can we say?” 
Sally asked. “Oh, Mark, we shouldn’t have come!” 

“Mother! Daddy!” Carolyn and Donny came 
pounding across the grass toward them. 

“We saw a frog!” Donny panted. “In the little 
lake! He said, ‘Boomp!’” He snorted with merri- 
ment. 

Carolyn was pointing. ‘And in that tree right 
over there—the one with the funny limb like an 
arm—we saw a squirrel!” 

Sally smiled at their eagerness. ‘‘Why, that’s 
wonderful! Only—well, I’m afraid there aren’t 
any ducks any more.” 

“No ducks,” Donny said matter-of-factly. ‘‘Frog’s 
though. And quirls.” 

“Squirrels, Donny,” Carolyn said automatically. 
She jumped up and down. “Oh, Daddy! Every- 
thing is so wild and jungle-y—I’m so glad you 
brought us!” 

Donny had come up to the weathered bench 
where Mark and Sally sat and was fingering the 
back. “Is this where you carved your ’nitials?” 

Carolyn ran to look where he was pointing, and 
Sally and Mark turned to look, too. 

“Why, it is!” Sally gasped. She ran her fingers 
over the letters faintly scratched in the weathered 
wood. “S. P. + M. E. See, Mark?” 

Mark was grinning. “They aren’t exactly 
‘carved’—are they?” Sally looked at him, and 
their eyes held. 

“No,” she said softly. “But they are here—just 
like the frog and the squirrel and the lake. You 
just have to look for them, that’s all.” 

Mark put his arm around her. “I guess you’re 
right.” 

Donny and Carolyn climbed up on the bench 
beside them. Carolyn sighed with a great con- 
tentment. “I’m glad we came,” she said. 

Sally smiled up at Mark. “So am I.” 


Is it because the hills are steep 

And my feet stumbling, slow— 

Or deep that ever calls to deep 

On paths where I must go? 

Because the highways turn and wind, 
Are sometimes lonely, too— 

That on the roads to faith I find 

So much of Christ in you? 


I need His courage for despair, 

His strong belief each day, 

His power released through lifted prayer. 
Your feet have climbed this way! 

O then, my friend, reach out your hand 
In faith, to help me through this land! 


by Berniece Ayres Hall 
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Special Emphases at 
The 1961 Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS—Four of the 
brotherhood’s chief emphases for 
the 60’s—new churches, adult 
education, the ministry and co- 
operative promotion of causes— 
will be discussed during the Kan- 
sas City assembly of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches Sept. 29—Oct. 4. 

Authorities on Disciples work in 
these fields will speak in a series of 
morning sessions on “Decade Con- 
cerns.” 

“Our Heritage and Destiny” is 
the theme of the assembly, intended 
to add momentum to the Christian 
Churches’ comprehensive “Program 
of Advance for the Decade of Deci- 
sion.” 

J. Clinton Bradshaw, executive 
secretary of the Department of 
Church Development of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, will 
speak on the “New Church Advance” 
on Saturday, Sept. 30. 

A panel discussion on new adult 
education materials, the “Christian 
Discipleship Series,’ will be moder- 
ated Monday by Marvin E. Smith, 
vice-president and director of the 
local church curriculum division of 
the Christian Board of Publication. 

On Tuesday, Hoke S. Dickinson, 
director of decade promotional co- 
ordination in the office of Unified 
Promotion of the Christian Church- 
es, will discuss promotion of Dis- 
ciples causes during the 1960's. 

An address Wednesday by Hollis 
L. Turley, president of the Pension 
Fund of Christian Churches, will 
deal with the cause of the ministry. 

Other “Decade of Decision” em- 
phases, including evangelism, mis- 
sions and benevolence, will be dis- 
cussed in afternoon and evening ses- 
sions. 

Mr. Bradshaw is chairman of a 
special inter-agency committee on 
the “New Church Advance” that 
functions for the state associations, 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society and the Board of Church 
Extension of Disciples of Christ. 

Mr. Smith’s division of the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication has devel- 
oped the “Christian Discipleship 
Series,” a comprehensive program 
of six basic courses for adults. The 
first course in the series, which will 
span three years, will be ready for 
use in January 1962. 


As decade promotional coordi- 
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of the Brotherhood 


nator, Dickinson represents and 
serves both Unified Promotion agen- 
cies and causes not _ supported 
through the Disciples’ “united fund” 
for outreach. 

Mr. Turley, who has headed the 
Christian Churches’ Pension Fund 
for 17 years, has been closely as- 
sociated with the _ brotherhood’s 
programs for supporting and inter- 
preting the ministry. 

General sessions of the assembly 
will be held in the arena of Kansas 
City’s Municipal Auditorium, which 
will seat up to 10,500. 

Registration forms and housing 
information are available from the 
International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches P. O. Box 19136, 
Indianapolis 19, Ind. 


New Officers Elected by 


National CMF Commission 


SALT LAKE City, UTAH—Joseph 
Morrison, Stuttgart, Ark., was re- 
elected chairman of the National 
Christian Men’s Fellowship Com- 
mission at the commission’s annual 
meeting held here June 22-25. 

Roy Royalty, Irvine, Ky., was 
selected to serve another term as 
vice-chairman of the commission. 

Additional CMF leaders chosen 
to serve on the central committee 
include: Dr. Joseph Bennett, Buffalo, 
Mo.; W. R. Simpson, Topeka, Kan.; 
Ralph Warren, Portland, Ore., and 
H. Clark Armstrong, Cambridge, 
Ohio. 


Charter for a Church 


sae 


ALEX MOOTY, executive secretary 
of Tennessee Christian Missionary 
Society, hands charter of the new 
Bethany Christian Church, Jackson, 
‘Tenn., to Ike Shaw, steering com- 
mittee chairman. Looking on is the 
minister, Keith Elliott. 


Biennial Assembly Is 
Again a Consideration 


St. Louis (Special)—The ques- 
tion as to whether a biennial as- 
sembly should replace the annual 
assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches 
has again been raised. 


The proposal that the Interna- 
tional Convention Assembly be held 
every other year—introduced at the 
1957 convention in Cleveland and 
pidgeon-holed in the International 
Convention’s special committee on 
restructuring at the 1958 assembly 
in St. Louis—has now been placed 
against the brotherhood sounding 
board by the Southern California 
Convention, 


Southern California Disciples, 
through the state assembly at 
Orange, held recently, called at- 
tention to problems caused due to 
the brief time interval between 
state and International Convention 
assemblies. The resolution asserted 
that time limitation makes creative 
planning difficult. 


The California resolution referred 
to the “bottleneck of time” which 
“inevitably produces repetition of 
consideration and duplication of 
action year after year, giving the 
effect of a treadmill operation.” 


The biennial assembly proposal— 
much debated in the International 
Convention Assembly and in meet- 
ings of the Committee on Recom- 
mendations—was deferred in 1958 
until a report could be presented 
on the matter by the special com- 
mittee on brotherhood restructure. 
Last year, when a report on brother- 
hood restructure was made plans 
were made for a commission on re- 
structure guided by a 15- to 18-mem- 
ber central committee, but no spe- 
cific action was taken on the pro- 
posal for a biennial assembly. 


In another resolution approved 
by the Southern California As- 
sembly, plans were made for a short 
(two-day) 74th Annual Assembly 
of the churches there to allow for 
adequate planning and work for the 
1962 International Convention As- 
sembly—which will be held in Los 
Angeles. The same resolution also 
set up a biennial assembly for 
Southern California. 
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A Troubled, Turbulent Period . . . 


Described by Jean Bokeleale 


The Congo - A Year After Independence 


by Jimmy Suggs 


NEw YorRK—Since Congo’s independence day about a year ago, the 
church in Congo has been passing through a difficult, troubled period 
—somewhat like an airliner’s descent through stormy clouds after 


a smooth ride. 


With help, it will make a safe 
landing. 

That’s the hopeful comparison 
drawn by a leading Congolese 
churchman who arrived in the 
United States while his own country 
was celebrating the first anniver- 
sary of its independence. 

Jean (pronounced John) Boke- 
leale, general secretary-elect of the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) in Congo, turned his plane- 
trip from Belgium into a striking 
simile about current conditions in 
the young African nation. 

Recalling that the journey seemed 
to be divided into three parts, he 
said: 

“In the beginning, as we were 
going up, the ride was very rough. 
Then, when we rose above the clouds 
and leveled off, it was calm and 
pleasant. 

“There was another time of 
roughness and shaking around when 
we came down through the clouds 
for an amazingly soft landing.” 

The three parts of the flight could 
represent stages in the development 
of Congo and the church there, the 
teacher and minister said. 

When Europeans started’ the 
colonial system in Congo, life was 
extremely hard, Bokeleale said. 
Later as progress came under the 
Belgians, conditions in the land be- 
came quiet and peaceful—like a 
plane’s untroubled passage over the 
clouds. 

“Although the ride was relatively 
smooth, the Congolese knew they 
must come down to earth,” he 
pointed out. “The current period 
associated with independence is like 
our sickening descent through the 
clouds.” 

The hope of Congo’s people is 
that the country will come success- 
fully through its present severe 
shaking to a new time of peace and 
stability, he said. 

Chosen by his own people five 
years ago to eventually assume ad- 
ministrative leadership of Disciples 
churches in Congo, Bokeleale has 
been watching developments there 
closely while attending the Protes- 
tant Theological Seminary in Brus- 
sels. He is the first Congolese mem- 
ber of the Christian Churches to re- 
ceive higher education in another 
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country. 

“When the first missionaries ar- 
rived in Congo, it was extremely 
difficult, like our rough ascent 
through the clouds,” he said, con- 
tinuing his simile. 

The missionaries did not know 
the language, travel was almost 
impossible, malaria and other dis- 
eases threatened and the Congolese 
were not eager to learn, the church- 
man pointed out. 

Eventually, the missionary effort 
in Congo “broke through the 
clouds,” he pointed out. The Con- 
golese learned to read for them- 
selves and became teachers and 
ministers, sickness was attacked, 
transportation was improved and 
missionaries and national achieved 
“perfect union.” 

“We are going through the third 
period now—coming down through 
the clouds,” Bokeleale said. “The 
change of church responsibility from 
the missionaries to the Congolese, 
the uneasiness of the people because 
of the political situation and the 
great shortage of money all make 
the present hard.” 

He said the churches in Congo 
need the “help and prayers” of 
other Christians during this critical 
period. 

Accompanied by his wife, the 
daughter of an early Congolese 
evangelist, Bokeleale is now spend- 
ing a month in the United States 
as a guest of the United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

The couple are visiting local con- 
gregations and various kinds of 
church institutions, consulting with 
officials of the United Society and 
at press time for this issue were 
planning to participate in the sec- 
ond Quadrennial Assembly of the 
International Christian Women’s 
Fellowship, July 19-23, in Lafayette, 
Ind. 


A CORRECTION 


Des MOoINES, IowA—Donald Gill 
is the new minister of Highland 
Park Church here having recently 
concluded his pastorate with First 
Church, Ottumwa. It was errone- 
ously reported in THE CHRISTIAN of 
June 18 that Mr. Gill had gone to 
the Ottumwa church from the High- 
land pastorate. 


Srothernood 


TCU Youth Mission 


Project for Jamaica 


Fort WorTH, TEXAS—Eight young 
church leaders from Texas Christian 
University here have formed a part- 
nership with a group of Jamaicans 
and are working among the chil- 
dren and young people of Jamaica’s 
Christian Churches. 

The United States team, called a 
“Youth Caravan,” is coached and 
directed by William D. Hall, associ- 
ate professor of missions in TCU’s 
Brite College of the Bible. 

The “caravaners” and their Jama- 
ican counterparts are working in 30 
locations with children and young 
people of at least 39 Christian 
Churches on the island. The project 
began July 16 and ends Aug. 19. 

For the first few days they worked 
in a young people’s conference at 
Oberlin High School, 15 miles north- 
west of Kingston. 

Then, in teams of two, they 
planned to spread into local congre- 
gations, working a week in each of 
four sections of Jamaica. Each 
week end they plan to gather at 
Oberlin to evaluate the program. 

The youths will spend their morn- 
ings teaching in vacation church 
schools and in the afternoons and 
evenings team members will help 
develop youth programs. 

The U. S. group, in addition to 
Prof. Hall, Mrs. Hall and their 
three children, included Miss Anne 
Matlock, Brite College of the Bible 
junior from Fort Smith, Ark.; James 
Wright, TCU senior from Tyler; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kania of 
Beverly, Ohio. 

And Walter Allen, Brite College 
middler from Albuquerque, N. M.; 
Miss Jan Tomlinson, TCU junior 
from Houston; Miss Phyllis Alex- 
ander, 1961 Brite College graduate 
and youth director at the First 
Christian Church in Terrell; and 
Gary Weatherly, TCU senior from 
Baytown. 

The Jamaicans participating in- 
clude Delphine McFee, Desmond 
Walker, . A. McFarquhar, Slader 
York, Enrique Hibbert, Valerie 
Roper, Sheila Mallett and Denna 
Dacres. 

Expenses of the project are partly 
covered by “Dividends in Growth,” 
special offerings of youth in summer 
church conferences made available 
through the office of Charles C. Mills, 
national director of youth work for 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety in Indianapolis, Ind. 

Another share of the cost is 
borne by the Jamaican churches 
and the rest by the U. S. youths 
themselves. 
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outdoor service. 
rected by Mr. 


row, from 
Simon Peter; 


Pilate; 
loved; 


Total commitments reached 165 on Decision Sunday. 


left): 


YOUTH OF PALM LAKE Christian 
Church, St. Petersburg, Fla., put on 
the drama “Were You There” in an 
The play was di- 


and Mrs. 


Sherrell 


Mary of Nazareth; and Keith Hen- 
drickson, Judas Iscariot; (back row, 
from left) John Gyselinck, Pontius 
Mike Shobe, John the Be- 
and Paula Kimberly, Mary 

Magdalene. 


Youth and the 


MRS. LUCILLE JONAS receives a 
certificate of appreciation for her 
service as pianist and organist for 
35 years for the Fountaintown, In- 
diana, Christian Church. Presenting 
the certificate is Charles H. Schmidt, 

minister. 


Gardner 


Harshman and the costumes were gz. 
by Mrs. Fred Miller. 
characters they played are (front 
Louis 


Kubler, 
Goodyear, 








FIRST CHURCH IN ALHAMBRA, CALIF., recently completed a pro- 
gram of all-church evangelism under the leadership of Bayne Driskill. 


Seated are 


(left) James K. Hempstead, minister, and Jack P. Hawkins, chairman 


of the evangelism department. 
Miss Ellen Weddle, Henry Enoch, D. W. Worrell, Howard 


left): 


FAMILY OF THE YEAR. Kings Highway 
Christian Church, Shreveport, La., presented 
its annual “Family of the Year” award to 
the Lewis G. Donovan family. William E. 
Wright, minister is shown (at right) pre- 
senting the award. The family includes 
Lewis, his wife, Mary, and five children: 
Jim, Patty, Jerry, Mary Lou and Bob, who 
is in college. 


Division leaders are, standing (from 


Martin, Nelson Mosson and Cecile Pascoe. 


MRS. BEN BURNS, first woman to be elected 
president of the state convention of Christian 
Churches in Illinois, receives the gavel from Earl 
Scarbeary, Paris, Ill. At right is Raymond Mc- 


Callister, Jr., minister at Metropolis, Ill., and con- 
vention secretary. 


















Hembree Ordination 
At Tonkawa, Okla. 


TONKAWA, OKLA.—Harold Hem- 
bree, minister of the Christian 
Church, Belton, Tex., was ordained 
to the Christian ministry here on 
May 7 at First Christian Church. 


A Timothy of this church, Mr. 
Hembree is a graduate of Phillips 
University, Enid, Okla., and_ re- 
cently received the B.D. degree 
from Brite College of the Bible, 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


Among the participants in the 
service were Dr. Stephen J. Eng- 
land, dean of The Graduate Sem- 
inary; Thurman Morgan, director 
of ministerial services, Brite Col- 
lege of the Bible; and John Bloss, 
minister of First Church here. 


Paternoster at Guelph 


GUELPH, ONTARIO—H oly Week 
services were held here under the 
auspices of the city’s ministerial as- 
sociation. 

Ira Paternoster, Indianapolis, Ind., 
was the speaker. Mr. Paternoster 
is executive secretary of the De- 
partment of Resources and Inter- 
pretation of The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 


Robert M. Bock Ordained 


INDIANAPOLIS—R obert M. Bock, 
associate minister of Central Chris- 
tian Church, Indianapolis, was or- 
dained to the Christian ministry, at 
the church in a service of ordina- 
tion and worship Sunday, June 25. 

Kelly O’Neall, ad interim minis- 
ter of the church, was presiding 
officer. Harlie L. Smith, president 
of the Board of Higher Education 
of the Disciples of Christ, gave the 
ordination sermon. Among the 
other participants in the service 
were: John W. Harms, chairman 
of the ordination council of the 
board of elders and executive sec- 
retary of the Association of the 
Christian Churches in Indiana; Dr. 
Ronald E. Osborn, dean of Chris- 
tian Theological Seminary; and W. 
A. Shullenberger, minister emeritus 
of Central Church. 

Mr. Bock received his bachelor of 
arts degree from DePauw Univer- 
sity and his bachelor of divinity de- 
gree from Christian Theological 
Seminary. He is a native of South 
Bend, Ind., and the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Maurice Bock of South Bend. He 
served as associate minister of Cen- 
tenary Church, Indianapolis, from 
September, 1959, until December, 
1959, and is completing his second 
year as associate at Central Church. 





Photo by Thomas P. Inabinett 


DAVID C. TAYLOR (second from right), minister of Floyds Knobs Christian 
Church in Southern Indiana, was ordained at Downey Avenue Christian 
Church, Indianapolis. Among those participating in the service were: 
George Oliver Taylor, executive secretary of the department of Christian 
education, The United Christian Missionary Society, the newly ordained 
minister’s father (right); and (from left): Robert A. Thomas, minister of 
First Church, St. Joseph, Missouri; and F. W. Wiegmann, minister at 
Downey Avenue. 
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Fourth Generation Disciple 





JULIA NELLE SMITH (above), 16, 
who was recently elected president 
of the Alabama District III Chris- 
tian Youth Fellowship, is a fourth 
generation Disciple. 

Both her mother’s and her fa- 
ther’s families’ membership in the 
Christian church extends back 
through four generations. 

Her great-grandfather, John Al- 
len Branch, established and served 
as minister for several churches in 
eastern Alabama. Her mother is 
organist of the Fairfax church 
which her grandfather, R. E. Smith, 
established. 

Her father, Hunter Smith, is min- 
ister of the Pleasant View Chris- 
tian Church, which was founded by 
Mr. Branch. 

Henry S. Harned is minister of 
the Fairfax First Christian Church. 


Hymns by Disciples 


NEw YORK—Two Disciples have 
hymns in the current publication 
of Thirteen New Marriage and 
Family Life Hymns. 

The selection was made by the 
Hymn Society of America, in prepa- 
ration for the North American Con- 
ference on Church and Family last 
May. 

Carlton C. Buck, minister of First 
Christian Church, Eugene, Oregon, 
wrote the hymn, “Bless Thou Our 
Christian Homes, O Lord.” Miss 


Elinor Lennen’s hymn “Within the 
Shelter of Our Walls” was also in- 
cluded. She is an active worker in 
McCarty Memorial 
Church, Los Angeles. 


Christian 
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Historical Pageant 
At Jacksonville, Ill. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILL.—Central Chris- 
tian Church, Jacksonville, Ill., pre- 
sented an historical pageant, “Heri- 
tage and Horizons—the Jackson- 
ville Story,” written and researched 
by Mrs. Gerald Miller, wife of the 
minister. 

The pageant included a cast of 
more than thirty people in authentic 
costumes, many of which were 
brought forth from the attics of 
the church members. 

The pageant,-under the direction 
of Mrs. Ernest Savage, included 
dramatic scenes together with slides 
of old buildings, the charter mem- 
bership roll and personalities dating 
back to 1832, when Barton W. Stone 
organized the church. 

Mr. Savage was film editor and 
Edwin Garlich, reader. 

Among the scenes of particular in- 
terest were: “Union Under Barton 
W. Stone” in 1832 (when he brought 
together two  congregations—the 
Stonites and the Campbellites—and 
became the minister of the united 
church); “Stone Editing the Chris- 
tian Messenger’; “A Penitent Sin- 
ner Before the Elders”; “Organiz- 
ing the Women,” in 1874; “Ella 
Campbell Ewing” (daughter of this 
church who laid down her life in 
Africa in 1907 at the age of 24). 

The choir gave a medley of old 
hymns at the outset and supplied ap- 
propriate music throughout the eve- 
ning, a part of the program im- 
mensely appreciated, especially by 
the older members. 

The pageant was sponsored by 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship, 
Mrs. K. Lyle Davis, president. 





ne ae a 
A SCENE from a pageant presented 
at Central Church, Jacksonville, Ill. 
Ben R. Roodhouse is shown portray- 
ing Barton W. Stone, with Julia 
Faye Davis as one of the Stone 
children and Mrs. Dorothy Daniel as 
Mrs. Stone. 
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Booming Church in 
Wichita Falls, Texas 


WICHITA FALLS, TExAS—Since its 
beginning on May 21, 1960, Park 
Place Christian Church has made 
a name for itself in Wichita Falls. 
The church was formed by Highland 
Heights Christian Church and First 
Christian Church. 

To commemorate its first year, 
the congregation held a picnic, at- 
tended by 158, on the church 
grounds with a program under the 
direction of A. B. Pullen. 

Under the leadership of Bryan K. 
Rose, minister, the church has grown 
since May, 1960, from a congrega- 
tion of 86 to 219. 

In October of 1960, the church 
began its building fund drive with 
a goal of $60,000. Closing June 
1961, pledges signed have totaled 
$46,500. 

On April 21, 1961, an intense 
building fund campaign began under 
the guidance of the Board of Church 
Extension of Disciples of Christ. 
Guest directors were William Pearcy, 
president of the Board of Church 
Extension, and Harold Watkins, Co- 
chairmen for the campaign were 
Roy Hogan and Elmer Hanvey. A 
goal of $31,200 was set and the 
campaign was concluded at an all- 
church dinner with 74 families of the 
church signing pledges to be paid 
over a two-year period. The goal 
was exceeded and $39,090 was 
pledged with a few still to be con- 
tacted. 

Park Place will soon begin its 
$125,000 building which will include 
a fellowship hall and classrooms. 


News Capsules 


@ CANYON, TExAS—Elmer D. Hen- 
son, Dean of Brite College of the 
Bible, Texas Christian University, 
held a pre-Easter meeting here at 
First Christian Church. A total of 
17 persons were added to the church, 
eight by baptism. Dale Harter is 
minister of the local church. 


@ CuHicaco, ILt.—The North Side 
Christian Church here held a school 
of missions recently with good at- 
tendance at all four sessions. “Into 
All the World Together” was the 
general theme for the school. 


@ OKEMAH, OKLA—Ralph Keller, 
minister of First Christian Church, 
Eureka, Kan., held a revival here 
at First Christian Church resulting 
in 12 additions. Mr. and Mrs, Jack 
Nicholson, minister and wife of First 
Church, Henryetta, Okla., were in 
charge of the music. Average at- 
tendance was 134. Wm. H. Bradley 
is minister of the church here. 








2 Disciples Graduate 
From Seminary in Ga. 


Decatur, GA.—Two ministers of 
the Christian Churches were recent 
graduates, with the class of 1961, 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 
here. 


Monroe C. Grant and Bruce R. 
Parmenter were both awarded the 
bachelor of divinity degree. Mr. 
Parmenter’s degree was granted in 
absentia. 


Mr. Grant is a graduate of Tran- 
sylvania College and had completed 
two quarters of seminary work at 
The College of the Bible in 1953. 
While attending Columbia Seminary, 
he was minister of the Longley 
Avenue Christian Church in Atlanta. 
Since Feb. 1, Mr. Grant has been 
minister of the First Church, Mon- 
roe, Ga. 

Mr. Parmenter had studied two 
years in the graduate school of 
Butler University before completing 
his work at Columbia Seminary. 
While in the seminary, he served 
as minister of a rural church near 
Carrollton, Ga. Mr. Parmenter is 
now minister of the Christian 
Church in Tuscola, Ill. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
is a graduate seminary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. 


Ky. CWF Executive 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Miss Elizabeth 
A. Hartsfield, for twelve years 
treasurer of The College of the 
Bible here, has resigned to assume 

duties Aug. 1 as 
executive secre- 
tary of the Chris- 
tian Women’s 
Fellowship of the 
Kentucky  Asso- 
ciation of Chris- 
tian Churches. 

Following two 
years’ study in 
religious educa- 
tion at The Col- 
lege of the Bible, 
Miss Hartsfield 
joined the semi- 
nary staff in 1949. 

She is a member of the Board 
of Higher Education and on the 
advisory committee of Hazel Green 
Academy. 


Beginning July lst Mrs. Mildred 
Cochran Graham, Flemingsburg, 
Ky., will become assistant treasurer 
and bookkeeper at the seminary. 
An adjustment in the official status 
and responsibilities now gives the 
treasurer’s office to Thomas F. 
Harlin, the business manager. 
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Miss Hartsfield 
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Chaplains’ Retreat Held 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C.—Institu- 
tional chaplains and military chap- 
lains met four days in May at 
Christmount Christian Assembly, for 
one of three areas chaplains’ re- 
treats. 


Administered by Carl M. Boyd, 
director of military and veterans af- 
fairs, Indianapolis, Ind., the chap- 
lains’ retreat considered the theme, 
“Our Ultimate Aim as Christian Min- 
isters.” 


Retreats for military chaplains 
have been held for nine years and 
have included chaplains and their 
families, but this was the first year 
institutional chaplains were in at- 
tendance. The staff of Ministerial 
Services section of The United 
Christian Missionary Society are 
also sharing in the retreats this 
year. 

A highlight of the program was 
a panel presentation by the in- 
stitutional chaplains on “The Face 
of My Parish” in which work by 
them at a Veterans Administration 
hospital, a federal prison, an alco- 
holic rehabilitation center, a U. S. 
Public Health Service Hospital, a 
girls’ industrial school, a state men- 
tal hospital, a private tuberculosis 
hospital and a _ state tuberculosis 
hospital was indicated. 


Principal speakers were T. J. Mat- 


THE HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
of First Christian Church, Neosho, 
Missouri, honored 24 graduating sen- 
iors with the department’s seventh 
annual breakfast attended by 72 
persons. 

Caroline Barnett, Carol Jensen, 
Cindy Williamson, Trudy Woodman- 
see and David Swanson were the 
program committee. 

During the morning worship serv- 
ice, Oscar Moline, minister, pre- 
sented each graduate with an RSV 
Bible, a gift from the church. 
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tingly, minister of the First Chris- 
tian Church, Knoxville, Tenn., and 
chairman of the Committee on 
Military and Veterans Services, and 
Jack Sherley, professor in the field 
of pastoral counseling at The College 
of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., and 
chaplain of the U. S. Public Health 
Service Hospital at Lexington. 

Purpose of the retreat was to pro- 
vide fellowship among the chap- 
lains, to provide an opportunity to 
share information and plans and to 
enable them to know something of 
brotherhood life. 

Two other area retreats will be 
held this fall. One will be at the 
Unity Farm, Lees Summit, Mo., 
Sept. 26-29, closing the day of the 
opening of the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Assembly of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches, 

The other will be held at Mission 
Springs Conference Grounds, Santa 
Cruz, Calif., Nov. 14-17. 


Reception for Gamboes 


INDIANAPOLIS—The department of 
resources and interpretation of The 
United Christian Missionary Society 
recently held open house here in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Homer P. 
Gamboe, who are retiring after 40 
years of service with The United 
Society—33 years of which were in 
India. 

The reception was in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ira A. Paternoster. 





Neosho Daily News Photograph 


Pictured (from left) are, First 
row: Linda Sweeney, Eva Ruth 
Epperson, Jackie Davis, Donna 
Bales, JoAnne .Bowman, Wrenetta 
Clements, Sally Stoots and Sue 
Finch; Second row: Gary McCon- 
nell, David Dowe, David Owsley, 
Jim Hopkins, Jim McNabb, Mike 
Kelly, Lyndon Day, Scotty Jones, 
Dwight Douglas; Back row: Stan- 
ley Roy, Gene Wolfe, Ron Link, 
Nolan Shorter, Roy Rouse. Not in 
the picture are Bob Martin and 
Larry Butler. 





Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
25c per word, subject to editorial approval. Minimum 
charge $5.00. 


British Churches of Christ Publi- 
cations. Send for list of useful books 
and pamphlets to Berean Press, 20 
Brighton Road, Birmingham 12, Eng- 
land. 


Thomas W. Travis Ordained 


ANN ARBOR, MICH.—In a service 
held at Memorial Christian Church 
here, June 4, Thomas Wesley Travis 
was ordained to the Christian min- 
istry. 

Sharing the sponsorship of the 
service was the Bethany Christian 
Church of Detroit, the Committee 
on the Ministry of the Michigan 
Christian Missionary Society, and the 
Disciples Divinity House of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

H. Lynn Pickerill, former campus 
minister at the University of Michi- 
gan in Ann Arbor, was the presiding 
minister. The ordination address 
was delivered by Dean W. B. Blake- 
more of the Disciples Divinity 
House. 





CONGO CRISIS 
and 


CHRISTIAN MISSION 







by 
Robert Nelson 


The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
paper, 10C864 $2.50 cloth. 
Published by Bethany Press 
order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 


Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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*MISTY (20th Century Fox) 


Producer: Robert B. Radnitz. Di- 


rector: James B. Clark. Source: 
Screenplay by Ted Sherdeman. 
Based on the novel “Misty of Chin- 
coteague” by Marguerite Henry. 
Photography: Leo Tover and Lee 
Garmes. Music: Paul Sawtell and 
Bert Shafter. Leading Players: 
David Ladd, Arthur O’Connel, Anne 
Seymour, Pam Smith. Cinema- 
Scope; DeLuxe Color. 98 min. 


Estimates Agree, With Two Exceptions: 


A simple film story, simply told, 
has been made of the well-known 
children’s book by Marguerite Hen- 
ry. An orphaned brother and sister 
come to Virginia to live with their 
grandparents on a Chincoteague Is- 
land pony ranch. The little horses 
are obtained from the famous wild 
herd on a nearby deserted coastal 
island across the channel that bor- 
ders the town. 


Once a year the townspeople 
make a festivity of their historic 
roundup—Pony Penning Day—and 
choose the best of the animals to 
bring back to the mainland, where 
they will be gentled and traded. 
The children’s dream to own one of 
the wild ponies is realized after they 
have earned the money to buy it, 
but the proud creature so evidently 
yearns to be back with the herd 
that the young owners release her. 
Misty, her foal, remains to comfort 
them, content to stay because she 
is too young to remember or want 
the old free life. 

Arthur O’Connell and Anne Sey- 
mour make wise, loving grandpar- 
ents for David Ladd and Pam Smith, 
attractive as the brother and sister, 
and the busy, kindly Chincoteauge 
folk, playing themselves, give a com- 
fortable tone to the proceedings. 

The film is pleasant with whole- 
some family and community rela- 
tions that underscore some homely 
truths. It has the most refreshing 
of settings. Photographer Lee 
Garmes has captured the beauty of 
wide-screen vistas of sand and sea, 
clumps of pine and flocks of water- 





These reviews and ratings from The Green Sheet, a 
monthly survey of current films prepared by the Film 
Estimate Board of National Organizations, 28 West 44th 
Street, New York 36, New York. The reviews present 
the composite opinion of several organizations and give 
consideration to a wide range of tastes. Code at bot- 
tom of each review indicates audience classification as 
follows: A. Adult; MY, Mature Young People; Y, 
Young People; F, Family; C, Children. A star by the 
title indicates a film regarded as outstanding of its 
type. 
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fowl, and pony herds galloping along 
the sunny beaches. *F-C 
NCW, PTA withhold star rating. 


ROMANOFF AND JULIET (U-I) 


Producer and Director: Peter 
Ustinov. Screenplay: Peter Ustinov. 
Based on the play by Peter Ustinov. 
Photography: Robert Kasker. Music: 
Mario Nascimbene, Leading Players: 
Peter Ustinov, John Gavin, Sandra 
Dee. Akim Tamiroff. Technicolor. 


Estimates Agree, With One Exception: 


As producer, director, author and 
star, Peter Ustinov brings his de- 
lightful stage spoof of international 
relations to the screen. The wee 
mythical country of Concordia has 


remained unknown, uncomplicated 
by progress until a crisis at the 
U. N. catapults it into prominence. 
Concordia withholds the tie-break- 
ing vote on a crucial issue, and both 
the U. S. A. and the U. S. S. R. 
immediately determine to win the 
tiny nation over to their respective 
sides. 

Concordia’s president, equally de- 
termined to keep his poor but happy 
people free from entangling aid, 
manages to turn down offers of 
western wheat and Bolshoi Ballet 
alike. With the wit and wisdom of 
a Solomon, he also fosters a romance 
between the daughter of the United 
States Ambassador and the son of 
the Russian minister, meanwhile 
running back and forth between 
embassies, apparently tattling state 
secrets. Mr. Ustinov as this worthy 
is the sparkling center of his topical 
satire. Sandra Dee and John Gavin 
are an appealing pair of young 
lovers, who, unlike their Shakespear- 
ean counterparts, seen destined to 
live happily ever after. A-MY-Y 
ALA: The rewritten script loses the 
fine quality of the subtle and stylized 
stage play. 


United Society Names Field Staff 
Officer, National, in South Africa 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Word has been received here of an addition to 
services in Christian education in South Africa with the employment 
of a part-time person in this work through the Johannesburg office 
of The United Christian Missionary Society. 


The new person is H. S. S. Ra- 
maila of Johannesburg, who has 
served on the staff of the African 
Languages Department of the Uni- 
versity of Witwatersrand, also in 
Johannesburg. 

The position is that of part-time 
field officer for the Christian Edu- 


cation Movement (CEM) in South 
Africa. 
Mr. Ramaila_ studied English, 


theology and North Sotho (Bantu 
language of the Basuto tribe) and 
reecived a bachelor’s degree at the 
South African Native College at Fort 
Hare (Union of South Africa). He 
continued his studies in New York 
City, receiving the master’s degree 
in Christian education at Columbia 
University. 

Basil Holt, administrative field 
secretary of the United Society in 
South Africa, says Mr. Ramaila will 
be serving under the direction of 
the CEM leadership. 

Special Christian guidance to 
teachers in the secular schools in 
the Union of South Africa is pro- 
vided by CEM. It has been serving 
in this area for more than 18-years, 
having come into being as a result 
of the trend by government of tak- 
ing over what formerly had been 





church schools. 


Through nearly two decades, 
leaders of the movement have had 
a concern that, under secular aus- 
pices, the African teachers should 
have special guidance in giving some 
Christian instruction to the chil- 
dren. 
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Relax 


DEFINITIONS 


Bacteria: Back door to the 
cafeteria? 


I JUST LEFT 


The constitution grants your 
right 

To speak your mind, my 
dear, 

But nowhere does it stipulate 

That I must stay and hear. 


—PAUL ARMSTRONG 


“The American conscience is 
like a Georgia mule drowsing 
under a mulberry tree; it will 
twitch where the fiy bites, 
now here now there, and so 
sleep again .. .” 


C. Eric Lincoln in “The Black 
Muslims in America” 


If you place your nose on the 
grindstone rough 
And keep it down there long 
enough 
You'll soon forget there are 
such things 
As brooks that babble and 
birds that sing. 
And, for you, your whole 
world will compose 
Just you, and the stone, and 
your ground-down nose. 


About 222 


“Yeah, I miss my wife’s 
cooking too—every chance I 
get!” 
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DISTINGUISHED 
DISCIPLES 


by A. T. DeGroot 


James Abram Garfield 


(1831-1881) 





HEN James A. Garfield was 

born at Mentor, Ohio, near 
Cleveland, the latter was a vil- 
lage of 1,000 people, served by 
the lake and the Ohio Canal 
system. His father contracted 
the building of parts of this canal. 
He died when James was two 
years of age. 

By prodigious labors the widow 
and children grubbed a living 
from the soil, upheld in large 
part by their Christian faith 
garnered in an early church of 
the Disciples of Christ. James 
became a canal boat driver, and 
one biography is entitled From 
Canal Boat to the White House. 

When the Civil War broke out, 
Garfield accepted a commission as 
lieutenant colonel, and raised a 
company from the Hiram College 
student body, where he had been 





This article concludes the present 
series. A full set of color slides and 
a script on “Distinguished Disciples” 
may be rented from Dr. DeGroot, 
Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 





DAY BOOK CHAPTER 
1 Isaiah 55:1-13 
2 Isaiah 57:14-21 
3 Isaiah 58:1-14 
4 Isaiah 59:1-8 
5 * Acts 9:32-43 
6 Sunday Romans 13:1-14 
7 Isaiah 59:9-21 
8 * Colossians 4:7-18 
9 *| Peter 5:1-14 

10 * Acts 12:6-25 

iB * Acts 13:1-13 

12 * Acts 15:22-41 

13 Sunday ‘1! Timothy 1:1-17 

14 Isaiah 60:1-14 

15 Isaiah 61:1-11 

16 Isaiah 62:1-12 

17 *! Thessalonians 1:1-10 

18 * Acts 16:19-40 

19 * Acts 17:1-15 

20 Sunday __.. * Philippians 1:1-11 

21 Isaiah 63:7-19 

22 Isaiah 64:1-12 

23 Isaiah 65:17-25 

24 Isaiah 66:12-24 

25 | Samuel 16:1-23 

26 * Acts 16:11-18; 35-40 

27 Sunday *Romans 10:1-13 

28 | Samuel 26:1-25 
29 | Chronicles 16:1-22 

30 | Chronicles 16:23-42 

31 * Acts 16:1-10 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 





president. Soon advanced to the 
rank of general, he was in much 
heavy combat. His service in 
Congress earned the deserved 
fame which swept him to the 
Presidency in 1881, the only min- 
ister ever to hold this office. 
While never located in a church 
pastorate, he was frequently busy 
as a lay preacher, and his Chris- 
tian zeal never diminished dur- 
ing his political engagements. 

In Washington his attendance 
at the old Vermont Avenue Chris- 
tian Church was faithful. One 
of the humorous stories from his 
Washington days was about his 
coachman who, after delivering 
President Garfield to the Christian 
Church, would drive a few blocks 
and stand in front of the nearby 
Presbyterian Church, where there 
were many more carriages of 
distinction appearing than ever 
were found before the Christian 
Church. 
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Is Mysticism Beyond Criticism? 


Mysticism and Philosophy. By W. 
T. Stace. J. B. Lippincott Company. 
349 pages. $6. 


The author of this provocative 
book answers the above question, 
“yes.” Since he defines, or de- 
scribes, mysticism in a supramun- 
dane, transcendent frame of refer- 
ence, he ends by saying mysticism 
is beyond rational criticism. The 
conclusion of this four-year fellow- 
ship study is that “the mystical 
consciousness has reached a plane 
utterly and outside the plane of 
everyday consciousness not to be 
understood or judged by standards 
or criteria of that plane.” This is 
confirmed by the further statement, 
“and it cannot be explained in 
terms of ordinary psychology.” By 
what standard can mysticism be 
tested and judged? Simply on the 
testimony of the mystic or mystics. 

Looking at mysticism in every 
age and part of the world the 
writer recognizes the chief charac- 
teristics that make mysticism in- 
explicable: ineffability, irrationality, 
inexplicability, incommunicability, 
transciency, passivity, to mention a 
few. To the Western mind, steeped 
in rationalism, this does not make 
sense. “You are right,” replies the 
mystic, “it is beyond sense.” 

The study started out asking 
what bearing mystical experience 
has on philosophy. Philosophers 
deal with reality. Can this be de- 
fined in terms of pantheism, dual- 
ism, or monism? Since the writer 
concludes mystical experience is not 
merely subjective but a “direct ex- 
perience of the One, the Universal 
Self, God,” then it must be grounded 
in what he calls “the pantheistic 
paradox.” He says that dualism 
must be rejected as an _ incorrect 
interpretation of mystical experi- 
ence. 

The rejection of dualism, in which 
most Christian theism is _ posited, 
the general acceptance of the East- 
ern point of view that minimizes, 
if not obliterates, distinctions, raises 
a further question with this re- 
viewer. In this context or descrip- 
tion of mysticism, how Christian is 
mysticism? The nearest thing in 
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‘‘¥You Are What You Read’’ 


the New Testament to mysticism 
was the Transfiguration, and in this 
identities were not lost. It is inter- 
esting that there is not a statement 
in this book that refers to the Holy 
Spirit. Does this mean that the 
Trinity is incompatible to universal 
mysticism? In this context can 
mystics, to use the words of W. I. 
Watkins, be “but the advance guard 
of the army of the elect . . . spies 
who have gone on ahead and en- 
tered before death into the prom- 
ised land?” This would make an 
interesting thesis study. A final 
question—who is able to take the 
mist out of mysticism? 

This is a valuable addition to the 
studies of mysticism. One criticism 
of this book is that it fails to deal 
more seriously with what more of 
the Christian writers have said. 
Dean Inge, for instance, has one of 
the best definitions of mysticism, 
“The attempt to realize in thought 
and in feeling, this immanence of 
the temporal in the eternal, and the 
eternal in the temporal.” Inge’s 
definition does not rule out dualism. 

All philosophers of religion will 
want to read this book. It is in- 
teresting and illuminating reading. 
It has an index, but, unfortunately 
for such a comprehensive study, no 
bibliography. Most readers. will 
likely want to argue with the 
writer, as this reviewer did. How 
can one criticize something that 
claims to be above all criticism?— 
GEORGE EARLE OWEN. 


Biblical Language 
Lists of Words Occurring Fre- 
quently in the Hebrew Bible. By 
John D. W. Watts. William B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company. 31 
pages. $0.75. 


If you remember 800 words, you 
know all the verbs which occur 
25 times or more, and all the other 
words which are in the Hebrew Old 
Testament 50 times or more. This 
is an excellent little handbook for 
the non-scholar like myself, who is 
hard put to remember 800 Hebrew 
words. Of course a lot of words 
occur less than 25 times, and you 
don’t find them here. Both print- 
ing and pointing are clear and dis- 
tinct.—H. E. S. 


Penetrating Interpretations 


Pamlico Profile. By Charles Cross- 
field Ware, Box 1164, Wilson, N. C. 
63 pages. $1. (Paper). Published 
by Author. 


This volume of Dr. Ware’s falls 
easily and well into his continuing 
series of monographs on the origins 
and growth of the Disciples of 
Christ in eastern North Carolina. 
It follows Hookerton History of a 
year ago. Other similar mono- 
graphs are in process and planned. 

Pamlico Profile is a historical ac- 
count with a wealth of detail of the 
Pamlico Union, one of the oldest 
districts or constituent divisions of 
the North Carolina Christian Mis- 
sionary Convention. Traced from 
their very beginning, in some cases 
over 150 years ago, is the history 
of the Union’s 19 churches located 
in Pamlico, Carteret, Craven and 
Beaufort counties. 

Dr. Ware, for many years secre- 
tary of the North Carolina Chris- 
tian Missionary Society and foun- 
der and presently curator of the 
Carolina Discipliana Library in 
Wilson, is quite familiar with his 
subject. Available to him were the 
best and most numerous single 
source of materials in his library. 


While the little volume will find 
its greatest acceptance among the 
Disciples in eastern North Carolina, 
it has great intrinsic historical 
value to all Tarheels. Its sidelights 
and penetrating interpretations of 
eastern Carolina life of former 
years make it of great value and 
inherent interest—DALLAS MALLI- 
SON. 


How to Usher 


A Guide to Church Ushering. By 
Homer J. R. Elford. Abingdon 
Press. 63 pages. 50c. 


Here is a booklet that provides 
some practical suggestions to those 
who serve as church ushers. Fun- 
damental principles of church ush- 
ering are pointed out so that those 
charged with this responsibility will 
be able to help make the services 
effective opportunities for experi- 
encing Christian worship in places 
consecrated to God.—R. E. B. 
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Only AQ Planning Days ‘till 


“F” DAY 





September 17 is “F Day.” This 
is the date set aside to start ex- 
amining your youth group. If your 
church is typical, it is very prob- 
able that your Sunday night youth 
groups need to re-evaluate their 
program and their goals. It is time 
to take a close look to see if a 
“new look” is needed. 


On September 17, your group 
can join with other groups in every 
state and in Canada in a concerted 
effort to bring a “new look” to 
youth fellowship. 

But September 17 is closer than 
it seems. Now, before vacations 
interfere, alert youth officers and 
appoint a planning committee. Put 
a “Hold Sept. 17” on the date 


FOCUS replaces PM Packs for use in junior high evening 
groups; TACK replaces Fellowship annuals for senior high 
evening meetings. Both are planned as resource units. 
Their primary function is to help youth and adult leaders 
plan and prepare fellowship activities. Suggestions are 
flexible to help the group take advantage of the ideas 
and talents of its members within a framework of guidance. 
Programs are not “canned,” but do provide plenty of help 
to keep meetings from becoming mere social events or 
aimless discussions. Both Focus and Tack sell for $2.95 
each; 5 for $12.00. Most groups need at least five copies 


and make preliminary plans for 
that week and succeeding Sundays. 

The booklet, “A New Look,” is 
available now. “Focus” and 
“Tack” will be ready August 10. 
Send for returnable examination 
copies or place your order early so 
that those concerned may be famil- 
iar with them before “F Day.” 
The free record will be sent with 


to function effectively. 








your order for either book. 


Re 


Dae § 


A NEW LOOK 


Special guidance and resource material for “F Day” 
and beyond. It is included as a section of both 
Focus and Tack. It is also available as a separate 
booklet you can give to each member of the group. 
In addition to material on the nature and purpose 
of the church and the fellowship of youth within it, 
the booklet features an unusual meeting help for 


“F Day.” This is a “paper strip’—an illustrated 
dialogue for the entire group to read aloud. This 
special dialogue gets the group off to a flying start 
on a real study of what your group is and what it 
can be. The individual booklet, A New Look, sells 
for $ .30. 


order from CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION—Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 



































Stimulation 
Editor, The Christian: 


We who read with much interest 
and benefit “Davy’s” “Let’s Talk It 
Over,” are pleased that the feature 
has been restored, and are finding 
the “Chats With Chet” likewise in- 
teresting and stimulating. Apropos 
Mr. Sillars’ statement in the issue 
of April 16, I take the liberty of 
submitting the following: 

To stimulate further thought and 
discussion of the theme of our School 
of Missions, “One World, One Spirit, 
One Mission,’ the general chairman 
handed to the adults the following 
statement, to be reviewed at the 
final session. It is passed on to the 
readers of The Christian to empha- 
size the urgency of the ecumenical 
movement, and possibly to stimu- 
late discussions in local groups in 
other churches, as it did in this one. 

“Since Christ clearly states the 
purpose for which he was sent into 
the world (John 17:20-21), it is 
therefore concluded: 


“That any individual, any 
agency, and institution, organiza- 
tion, system of life, or other hu- 
man activity, which thwarts, hin- 
ders, or retards the promotion 
and extension of the spirit of 
unity and cooperation among the 
various segments of Christendom, 
is thereby anti-Christian, and, to 
the extent of its influence and 
power, is guilty of preventing the 
fulfillment of Christ’s prayer, and 
of defeating the purpose for 
which he was sent into the world 
—that all of his followers should 
be one—‘so that the world may 
believe. .. .’”—J. L, CLARK, Hunts- 
ville, Texas. 


Superficial 
Editor, The Christian: 


Having seen the film “Operation 
Abolition,” having read J. Edgar 
Hoover’s “Target Youth” and state- 
ments of George Christopher and 
the officials involved in the San 
Francisco riot, and knowing how 
superficial was the NCC’s examina- 
tion of the film, I must protest the 
article, “NCC Warning on ‘Opera- 
tion Abolition’’”’ in the March 19 is- 
sue.—L. S. ABBoTT, Wichita, Kansas. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: We have ex- 
plained to Mr. Abbott that we feel 
a protest against legitimate news 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 
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is hard to understand. If you be- 
lieve in “Operation Abolition,’ and 
want to promote it, wouldn’t you 
like to know who your opponents 
are? Judging from the stack of 
materials the Communists, the anti- 
Communists and those who are 
merely excited keep sending the 
editor, the critical examination of 
the film must not have been too su- 
per ficial. 


Endorsement Implied? 
Editor, The Christian: 


The NCC warning on “Operation 
Abolition” appearing in The Chris- 
tian seems to have full editorial en- 
dorsement. This is distressing when 
one considers how many people 
trust this paper as a guide for their 
thinking.—LucILE MeEap, Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: If you check 
the news carefully you will observe 
that we print views on various sides 
of many topics. Not all the news 
we printed on “Operation Abolition” 
agreed with the NCC item. So far, 
there has been no editorial mention 
of this film. Judging from my mail 
the Communists have made very 
good use of it. 


Warning 
Editor, The Christian: 


We have read a few of the is- 
sues of The Christian. They have 
been given to us, and there is much 
in them to enjoy. 

In the copy of March 19, is the 


NCC warning about “Operation 
Abolition.” Have you _ seen this 
film? If you have not you should 


by all means see it. 

I believe every religious paper in 
our country should be warning the 
people about this menace and urg- 
ing all Christians to pray that God 
will save us from the enemy and 
make of us a true Christian na- 
tion.—_Mrs. Mary Toomss, Anderson, 
Indiana, 


Hurrah! 
Editor, The Christian: 


One thousand cheers for the ar- 
ticle by Don Albright! (The Chris- 
tian, April 9, 1961.) His is the most 
intelligent and plausible innovation 
yet suggested for the Christian 
Churches. The old “ruling elder” 








and “dominating deacon” adminis- 
tration has so fettered the average 
congregation that it was impossible 
for the local congregation to make 
any progress, and, thereby, brought 
the Kingdom of God to a halt. 

Don’s article broke the sound 
barrier and should bring forth Dis- 
ciple-stirring repercussions.—ALVIN 
E. Houser, Aurora, Colo. 


Food for All 
Editor, The Christian: 


Due to unemployment in our com- 
munity we discovered many cases 
of hardship in our church and de- 
cided to do something about it. It 
started during the Christmas sea- 
son. The men’s class discussed 
ways and means of helping the un- 
derprivileged. Eighteen baskets 
were delivered and were well re- 
ceived. After reorganization the 
first of the year, we felt a need to 
continue this work. The following 
is our program: 

The congregation brings one item 
of food every Sunday. There is a 
small box in the church for contri- 
butions. Our committee of two re- 
turn to church Sunday afternoon 
and put the articles in a cupboard, 
and the money in our special fund. 
At the last board meeting a special 
fund was inserted in the budget, 
called the Welfare Fund. We draw 
from this fund to buy food that 
can’t be furnished on Sundays. Ev- 
ery Friday we distribute boxes of 
food where they are needed. 

This committee is kept as small 
as possible. Ours has two members, 
plus the minister. We are the only 
ones aware of where this food is 
distributed to avoid embarrassment 
to those receiving it. 

There are 2,500 to 3,000 people 
attending church in our community. 
If this program was carried in ev- 
ery church there would be much 
less hardship. 

Important is the fact that it is a 
congregational effort. No one con- 
tributes much, but when put to- 
gether it is a large contribution, 
and the committee has the things 
it needs to work with. It has been 
very successful here. 

Anyone wishing to know more 
about it please write to Joseph 
Brutout, Chairman, Welfare Com- 
mittee, c/o First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Charleroi, Pa. 
—JOSEPH BruToUT, Charleroi, Pa. 
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ow Your Church Gan Quttit Several Classrooms 
With This flew Compact Filmstrip Projector 


for the Price of Qne 
Larger Model! 








Developed especially for use with small audiences, this 
new projector is compact (5 inches wide, 72 inches 
long, 62 inches high), lightweight (5 lbs.), air cooled, 
but most important, it has high quality Simpson 
lenses which produce brilliant pictures and is priced 
so that every classroom can have its own projector 
without straining the church budget. This is the ideal 
opportunity for your church to obtain the added in- 
terest and teaching effectiveness that hundreds of 
churches already have with their group meetings, 
through use of filmstrips. 


SPECIAL OFFER ON 
TABLETOP SCREENS 


We are offering a sturdy cardboard 
screen developed especially for use 
with the new compact filmstrip pro- 
jector. It measures 12 inches by 12 
inches, can be set on table or desk 
and be projected on from up to 8 
feet distance. They cost only $ .95; 
three for only $2.50. 


Address orders or inquiries on pro- 
jectors and screens to Christian Board 
of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Mo. 





QUESTION: Must local church 
leaders set a moral example for 
the community? What course 
should a member take who knows 
of instances of immorality? 


ANSWER: Moral behavior is a 
major concern of the Christian 
faith, Men and women should 
not be elected to church positions 
who violate the teachings of 
Jesus. The Ten Commandments 
still have their place in the Chris- 
tian church. 

I understand the Ten Com- 
mandments made a lot of money 
for Hollywood. It may be time 
for .our churches to place some 
strong emphasis on them again. 
Jesus gave a prominent place to 
the first commandment, which I 
guess is broken more than the 
others. 

Church leaders who have no in- 
tention of being as true to the 
teachings of morality, no matter 
how much they may accept other 
teachings of our faith, should re- 
sign office. 

Church congregations have 
the right to elect their own 
leaders. They should exercise the 
greatest caution in selecting lead- 
ers. 

If we are to influence young 
people for Christian vocation 
and Christian living in all voca- 
tions, we must give them the 
finest example man can furnish. 
Immoral leadership will drive peo- 
ple from the church. 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Bow 179, St. Lowis 66, 
Missouri. 


Chester A. Sillars 


I believe churches should in- 
sist on the highest moral stand- 
ards possible. Churches can not 
condone less. To do so would 
make them less than churches. 

-You ask what you should do 
about a case of immorality in 
your church. This is a hard 
question to answer. I think you 
should talk it over with your 
minister. You should not tell 
others about it. You would be 
placing yourself in a_ position 
where you could be sued in court. 
This could be very embarrassing 
to you as well as others. It 
would be especially uncomfortable 
if you had difficulty proving your 
case. 

Many times people are perfect- 
ly honorable and innocent of 
any wrongdoing but fail to real- 
ize others can misconstrue their 
actions. One must always be 
careful not to accuse the inno- 
cent. 

While adamant about the need 
for the highest morality in 
church leaders, I would pause to 
point out that the church is a 
hospital for broken and sin-sick 
souls. 

The Christian faith is a redeem- 
ing faith as I may say often in 
these columns. We have an ob- 
ligation to help people up on to 
their feet. I believe we should 
help former prisoners returned to 
the community to return to a 
rightful place in society. That 
is, if they have learned that 
crime doesn’t pay and if they are 
now good people. 

If it so happens that your 


pastor is a young man and unable 
to cope with the situation, you 
would do well to advise him to 
talk with an older minister 
nearby or the state secretary. 

Situations of this nature re- 
quire the utmost in wisdom and 
understanding. If mishandled 
the persons involved might be out 
of positions of leadership as they 
should be, but they might be out 
of reach of the help of the church. 
Church members should not set 
themselves up to correct the sins 
of others. It could turn out to 
be quite a melee if all started in 
correcting one another. 

Jesus had a good way to treat 
persons caught in sin. He said, 
“Sin no more.” His church still 
has this same message today. It 
is so easy to see sins in others 
and not our own. To be honest 
with you I am old fashioned 
enough to believe sin is still a 
good theological term. 


Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT 
ja asa 


“What’s YOUR guess? Is 
this our summer slump, our 
winter slump still hanging on, 
or our fall slump arriving 

early?” 








